CO-WORKERS  —  Mozambique  Baptist  pastor  Bento  is  pastor,  sponsors  these  and  11  other  missions  around  the 


Matusse  and  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Jim  and  Brenda  city.  Women  kneeling  in  frorrt  of  the  congregation  have 

Brock  lead  a  joint  worship  service  for  the  Baptist  missions  of  responded  to  an  invitation  to  commit  all  their  talents  to  God. 


Davea  and  Mathengane  on  the  outskirts  of  Maputo,  Mozam-  (FMB)  PHOTO  By  Craig  Bird  Thursday,  December  7,  1989  Published  Since  1877 

bique’s  capital.  First  Baptist  Church,  Maputo,  where  Matusse  . 


In  Mozambicpie 


Don’t  expect  credit;  just  enjoy  payoff 


By  Craig  Bird 

MAPUTO,  Mozambique  —  It’s 
tough  to  get  credit  in  Mozambique  So 
Jim  Brock  must  be  in  the  right  place. 

Like  any  country  with  an  economy 
slivered  by  war,  undermined  by  a 
black  market  and  overwhelmed  by 
displaced  people,  Mozambique  has  in¬ 
flation  problems.  Payment  is  prefer¬ 
red  in  cash  —  and  “hard  currency” 
(U.S.  dollars  or  South  African  rand) 
is  preferred  even  more. 

As  a  missionai7  funded  through  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  and 
the  Cooperative  Program  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Brock 
doesn’t  need  to  operate  on  monetary 
credit.  But  there  is  another  form  of 
credit  —  the  compliments  from  peers 
and  admirers,  the  verbal  laurels,  the 
ego  strokes  for  a  pb  well  done.  That’s 
the  kind  Brock  isn’t  looking  for  in 
Mozambique. 

“Brenda  and  I  came  in  strongly 
committed  to  supporting  what  was 
already  here  (the  work  and 
philosophy  of  the  Baptist  Convention 
of  Mozambique),”  Brock  explains. 
“We  came  as  spiritual  brothers,  not 
spiritual  fathers. 

“Thi^  were  running  this  convention 
and  winning  people  to  the  Lord  and 
starting  churches  before  we  got  here, 
and  th^  will  keep  doing  the  same 
thing  if  we  have  to  leave.” 

Such  a  sentiment  is  easy  to  express 
but  difficult  to  live  as  a  “rich” 
American  in  a  Third  World  country. 
American  missionaries  are  often  seen 
as  a  means  of  transportation,  a  route 
to  college  scholarships,  the  key  to  ad¬ 
vanced  technology  —  in  short,  the 
guardian  of  a  money  pipeline. 

And  it  is  tempting  for  Westerners, 
who  do  have  cars  and  access  to  com¬ 
puters  and  offset  presses  and  college 
degrees  and  sources  of  hard  curren¬ 
cy  income,  to  play  the  rescuer  and 
build  a  power  platform  based  on 
budget. 

“We  could  do  that,”  Brock  admits. 
“We  could  bring  in  machines  that 
couldn’t  be  maintained  if  we  left 
because  spare  rarts  have  to  be  im¬ 
ported.  We  could  try  to  get  funding  to 
build  classrooms  and  houses  for  a 
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seminary.  We  could  do  lots  of  things 
that  would  only  work  as  long  as  we 
were  here  and  would  die  when  we 
left.” 

Instead,  the  Brocks  judge  all  pro¬ 
grams  against  two  criteria:  (1)  Is  it 
what  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
Mozambique  wants?  and  (2)  Is  it 
“assumable”?  (or  Can  the  Mozam¬ 
bicans  carry  it  on  if  all  Western  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  funds  were  withdrawn? ) 

“The  best  thii^  we  did  when  we 
came  to  Mozambique  in  January  1987 
was  to  do  nothing  for  six  months,” 
Brock  said.  “We  agreed  we  would  not 
start  any  work  without  the  approval 
of  the  convention,  and  that  bought  us 
six  months  to  sit  and  talk  and  watch 
to  see  what  local  Baptists  saw  as  vital. 

“It  was  very  frustrating  at  times, 
because  we  were  anxious  to  get  to 
work,  and  we  could  see  needs  they 
couldn’t  see  —  and  pei^le  started  ask¬ 
ing,  ‘What  are  they  doing  here?  Why 
aren’t  th^  out  working?’  ” 

FYom  his  initial  meeting  with  con¬ 
vention  president  Bento  Matusse, 
Brock  functioned  in  his  up-front  style. 
“I  promised  them  I  would  always  tell 
them  my  feelings  on  anything  we 
discussed  —  there  would  be  no  sur¬ 
prises,”  he  said.  “’That  was  hard  at 
times  because  they  had  to  give  up 
some  dreams  that  we  don’t  feel  are 
assumable,  such  as  our  financial  in¬ 
volvement  in  a  seminary.” 

Mozambique  Baptists  felt  the  heed 
for  a  seminary  to  train  leadership, 
and  they  looked  to  their  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  get  money  and  teachers 
for  one.  Brock  admitt^  he  might  be 
able  to  get  funding,  but  said  he  would 
not  ask  for  it  —  that  he  felt  money 
could  be  better  spent  on  people  in¬ 


stead  of  concrete  and  land. 

“That  was  hard  for  them  to  hear 
because  it  was  a  cherished  dream  to 
have  their  own  seminary  —  but  they 
didn’t  know  there  were  other  options 
like  TEE  (Theological  Education  by 
Extension)  which  could  provide  the. 
same  training  without  r^uiring  huge 
capital  outlays  and  forcing  the  young 
men  to  leave  their  homes  and  the 
churches  they  were  working  with  for 
three  years. 

“Now,  the  convention  leaders  are 
our  biggest  TEE  supporters.” 

With  that  issue  resolved,  it  was 
Brock’s  turn  to  shift  his  vision.  “We 
came  in  revved  up  to  do  TEE,  but 
when  I  brought  some  Sunday  School 
literature  back  from  South  Africa, 
pastor  Bento’s  eyes  lit  up,  and  he  said. 
This  is  more  important  than  TEE.’  So 
TEE  went  on  the  back  burner,  and  we 
concentrated  on  getting  training 
material  for  the  churchds  written  or 
translated  in  pulturally  appropriate 
Portuguese  (as  opposed  to  Portuguese 
spoken  in  Brazil  or  Portugal)  and  the 
ethnic  dialects.” 

Mozambique  Baptists  had  been 
reusing  the  same  literature  since  1976 

—  the  year  Portuguese  Baptists  left 
the  country  following  independence. 

Now,  as  each  new  product  is  made 
available,  it  is  trea^  lovingly  and 
respectfully.  All  literature  belongs  to 
the  convention.  It  is  checked  out  to 
various  churches,  who  return  it  for 
other  churches  to  use  later. 

The  literature  is  visible  proof  of  the 
Brocks’  commitment  to  assumability 

—  it  is  mimeographed  instead  of 
printed.  “We  could  probably  produce 
literature  a  little  bit  more  cheaply  if 
we  imported  an  offset  press,  and  it 
would  look  better,”  Brock  agrees.  “But 
First  Baptist  CJhurch,  Maputo,  al¬ 
ready  owns  an  ancient  mimeograph; 
stencils  and  ink  can  be  bought  with 
Mozambique  currency;  and  paper  is 
available  locally.  So  the  convention 
can  continue  to  produce  literature  this 
way  even  if  we  —  and  access  to  spare 
parts  for  a  press  and  the  imported 
paper  and  inks  —  left  tomorrow.” 

“One  of  the  most  exciting  things  is 
that  we  don’t  have  to  come  from 


America  and  spend  our  time  con¬ 
vincing  Mozambique  Baptists  to  be 
concerned  about  the  lost  —  they 
already  are,”  Brock  says.  “Even 
though  they  have  been  stru^ing 
financially,  they  have  been  growing  at 
a  rate  of  more  than  10  percent  a  year 
for  the  past  10  years.  In  1975,  there 
were  four  churches  —  two  in  Maputo 
and  two  in  Beira  —  with  fewer  than 
500  members. 

“By  the  first  of  1989  there  were  15 
churches  and  58  missions  with  5,492 
members  —  and  work  in  all  10  pro¬ 
vinces.” 

They  will  not  request  missionaries 
unless  they  will  work  with  national 
pastors.  Brock  explains.  “Their  stance 
is  that  they  want  missionaries  to 
transfer  knowledge  and  skills  to  na¬ 


tional  pastors  so  they  can  become 
more  effective  in  winning  people  to 
Christ  and  establishing  churches.” 

The  Brocks  hope  Southern  Baptists 
will  pray  that  the  spirit  of  cooperation 
wiU  continue  as  more  missionaries  ar¬ 
rive,  that  Americans  and  Mozam¬ 
bicans  will  thrive  in  the  brother-to- 
brother  relationships. 

“If  you’re  an  independent  type  of 
guy  who  wants  to  come  in  and  do  ‘your 
work,’  then  this  kind  of  arrangement 
will  bother  you,”  Brock  says.  “But  if 
someone  wants  to  come  to  enable 
Mozambique  Christians  to  do  what 
God  has  called  them  to  do  —  and  not 
get  credit  for  what  is  accomplished  — 
you’ll  do  fine  here.” 

In  other  words,  don’t  expect  credit 
—  just  enjoy  the  payoff. 


The  perfect  cup 

Not  always  was  I  thus,  a  cim  of  beauty. 

But  once  upon  a  time  gray  formless  clay  ; 

If  you  would  care  to  h^r  my  personal  st^ 
Draw,  near.  I’ll  tell  you  how  I  came  this  way. 

Over  and  again  He  rolled  and  punched  me. 

Then  on  a  wheel  ot  dizziness  I  spun; 

His  answer  was  “Not  yet,”  to  pl^  of  rescue, 
“Just  trust  Me,  I  would  finish  what’s  b^un.” 

“I’m  suffocating  Lcard,  won’t  You  sh^  Master? 
The  paint  fumes  gag,  the  oven  I  can’t  bear; 

My  frame  is  fragSe,  let  me  out  —  I  perish!” 

“Not  yet,”  He  said,  and  He  just  left  me  there. 

All  hope  was  gone,  I  knew  I’d  never  make  it, 

Ibo  much  for  me,  already  I  gave  up; 

When  opened  He  the  door  and  set  me  cooling 
Upon  a  shelf  with  other  lovely  cups. 

“I  know  it  hurt  whene’er  I  rolled  and  spun  you, 
But  you  would  dry  and  crumble  had  I  not; 

I  know  the  fumes  were  bad,  the  heat  consuming. 
You’d  break  and  have  no  color  if  I’d  stop. 


“But  now  you  are  exactly  as  I  wanted, 
A  cup  of  beauty  I  hold  in  my  hand; 

A  new  creation  finished  by  the  Author, 
A  perfect  product  like  the  Son  of  Man. 


—Erma  Jewel  Crowe 
Greenville  ©1989 
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Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


The  only  way  to  get  there 


I  can  remember  from  my  college  ed  solely  as  a  bit  of  background  —  an  told  us  to  go,  and  that’s  the  only  way 
days  tlK  annual  promotion  for  the  L^-  attempt  to  note  how  it  is  that  the  Lord  a  lot  of  us  are  ever  going  to  get  there 
tie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  and  the  may  plant  the  seed  long  before  the  So  now’s  the  time  Let’s  make  it 
fact  that  I  di^’t  have  any  amount  of  harvest  is  ready  for  reamng.  Hopeful-  count. 

money  to  speak  of  to  put  into  that  ly  tte  se^  in  this  case  has  produced  hundred  and  one  years  ago  Lot- 

,  j  ,  T  H  II  r  tie  Moon  took  the  first  steps  that 

I®?  I  resulted  in  what  is  now  the  Lottie 

remember  thmkmg  that  while  I  didn’t  ^a  moment.  In  1987  Uk  offering  id  not  j^oon  Christmas  Offering  for  Fbreign 

have  much  to  give,  it  might  be  p^i-  come  up  to  emwtal^  and  mipi^  Missions.  At  one  point  i  her  car^r, 

ble  that  som^y  I  would  be  able  to  work  suffered.  In  1^,  thankfully  ie  Lottie  Moon  wrot^  “I  hope  no  mis¬ 

use  a  typewnter  to  promote  the  offer-  offering  went  past  the  goal ;  and  that  gionary  will  ever  be  as  ki^y  as  I  have 
i^  and  thus  perham  engender  many  effect  blessed  our  missions  work  been  ”  In  1888  she  wrote  women  of  the 

South  asking  for  reinforcements.  The 

unto  the  l^t^  circumstances  I  had  Just  to  be  practi^l,  vje  need  the  christoas  offering  provided 

no  Idea  at  ie  time  that  I  would  wer  same  experience  agam  the  year.  three  additional  missMes  for 

be  connected  with  a  Baptist  state  We  can  come  up  with  pU  sorts  of  Qiina 

paper.  thrilling  stories  of  the  work  of  the  of-  ' 

Now  I’ve  spent  33  years  on  three  fering,  and  the  Baptist  Record  sure-  .  Lo“}®  Moon  and  for  every  nais- 
Bafrtist  state  paper  staffs.  I  have  no  ly  tries  to  do  its  share  in  making  these  smnary  who  ^  foUowM  since  Mr 
idea  how  many  Lottie  Moon  Offering  stories  known.  We  need  to  know  how  me  Lottie  M^  Offeni^  ms 

stories  I  have  handled  during  those  the  offering  ministers.  been  the  source  of  hope  foi^elp  that 

years,  but  I  have  reckoned  that  I  have  The  plain  fact  of  the  matter  is,  n^ed  in  order  to  do 

written  at  least  16  editorials  concer-  however,  that  the  money  is  needed;  me  job  that  UiQr  have  been  sent  to  do. 
ning  the  offer^  — 14  or  more  of  them  and  we  have  been  told  to  give  it.  It  Surely  we  will  make  1989  a 
in  Mississippi.  wasn’t  the  executive  director  or  the  memorable  year  as  we  provide  that 


Baptist  Beliefs  .  .  . 

Everybody’s  doing  it 


Guest  opinion 


By  Gene  Hines 

I  know  that  Mississippi  Baptists  are  school  with  some  dignity  intact.  “I  heartless  and  love  them  with  God’s  ®y  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 

especially  interested  in  Japan  these  began  to  feel  that  I  wanted  to  bring  my  forgiving  love.  God  gave  me  this  op-  “For  all  have  sinned,  and  come  aim  on  the  target.  But  your  self-will 

days.  And,  as  a  missionary  in  Japan,  life  to  a  close”  But  Nobuko  didn’t  com-  portunity  to  witness  to  his  love  by  giv-  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  —  Romans  is  too  weak  to  achieve  it.  Thus  the  ar- 

I  am  always  happy  when  Southern  mit  suicide  because  she  couldn’t  bring  ing  me  this  gift  of  a  handicap.”  3:23  row  falls  short  of  the  target.  “Come 

Baptists  back  home  show  a  sp^ial  in-  herself  to  leave  her  mother  alone  so  Evangelism  is  difficult  here  in  Yes.  Everybody’s  doing  it.  But  that  short”  suggests  that  this  is  what  Paul 
terest  in  the  land  where  I  live  and  soon  after  her  father’s  death.  Japan.  The  work  can  be  painfully  does  not  make  It  ri^t.  Man  calls  it  has  in  mind, 

work.  I  am  always  happy  about  that  Then  a  special  thing  happened  in  slow.  But  it  does  happen.  The  gospel  stumbling,  error,  mistake,  glandular  As  in  Paul’s  day,  so  now,  many  try 

because  I  know  that  your  interest  in  Nobuko’s  life,  a  thing  you  and  I  pro-  does  break  through  and  produce  disturbance,  or  bad  environment.  But  to  satisfy  God’s  call  for  ri^teous  liv- 

Japan  means  more  prayers  for  the  bably  too  often  take  for  granted.  She  -  beautiful  second  births  in  people  like  God  calls  it  sin.  The  first  sin  was  com-  ing.  But  their  bowstring  is  too  weak, 

missionaies  here  and  a  heightened  went  to  a  Christian  church.  She  at-  Nobuko  Kumagai.  And  when  it  hap-  mitted  in  a  paradise.  Whether  you  miss  the  target  by  an 

awareness  of  the  spiritual  needs  in  tended  one  of  the  biannual  youth  pens,  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  get  The  verb  for  sin  (hamartano)  inch  or  a  mile,  in  both  cases  you  miss 

this  country.  rallies  held  by  the  Calvary  Baptist  lost  in  all  the  statistics  about  how  hard  means  to  miss  the  mark.  The  mark,  it.  You  are  not  to  compare  yourself  to 

And  since  you  are  thinking  and  Church  in  Misawa,  Japan.  Calvary  is  the  work  is  here.  like  a  target,  is  God’s  character  and  other  people  but  to  God.  And  we  all 

praymg  about  missions  in  Japan  I  an  English  language  church  with  a  I  wanted  you  to  know  this  story.  It  will.  There  are  two  ways  to  miss  a  come  short  of  the  glory  of  his  nature, 

would  like  to  tell  you  a  story.  It  is  a  congregation  of  mostly  American  is  my  way  of  saying  thank  you  to  target.  One  is  through  bad  aim.  The  Because  we  cannot  achieve  God’s 
special  story,  a  special  story  about  the  military  personnel  and  their  families  Mississippi  Baptists,  not  only  for  com-  other  is  by  using  a  Ix^tring  too  weak  demand  for  righteousness,  he  has  pro¬ 
power  of  Gkxl  to  change  and  enrich  from  the  air  base  in  Misawa.  TTiis  ing  to  Japan  for  the  Partnership  to  project  the  arrow  to  the  target.  vi(^  it  for  us  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  not 

lives  even  in  a  country  as  difficult  to  group  of  Southern  Baptists  tries  to  Crusade,  but  also  for  your  continuing  Bad  aim  is  the  result  of  having  a  achieved  but  received.  We  receive  it 

reach  with  the  gospel  as  Japan.  And  reach  out  to  the  surrounding  Japan^  support  of  missions  through  the  wrong  concept  (rf  God’s  character  and  thrmigh  faith  in  God’s  Son,  Jesus 

I  think  that  it  is  the  kind  of  story  that  community  through  two  youth  rallies  Cooperative  Program.  Because,  you  will.  'Thus  you  shoot  wide  ^  the  target.  Christ.  Tb  s^  G^’s  righteousness  in 

will  further  encourage  you  to  care  a  year  held  in  conjunction  with  the  see,  Mississippi  Baptists  are  part  of  A  weak  bowstring  is  attempting  to  any  otoer  way  is  to  fail, 

even  more  about  the  work  of  missions  Japanese  Misawa  Baptist  Church,  the  story  of  Nobuko  Kumagai.  How?  achieve  God’s  righteousness  through  Herschel  is  pastor  emeritus  of  First 

in  Japan.  And  in  Nobuko’s  case,  they  certainly  Simply  this;  Calvary  Baptist  Church  self-will  and  self-power.  You  take  dead  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 

Nobuko  Kumagai  is  22  years  old.  did  reach  out.  But  let  her  tell  it.  is  a  ministry  of  the  Japan  Baptist  Mis- 

She  lives  in  Aomori,  Japan;  and  she  “I  was  accepted.  I  felt  that  I  was  sion  and  pastored  by  a  Southern  Bap- 
Ls  only  three  feet,  10  inches  tall.  She  loved.  Everyone  in  the  church  had  tist  missionary.  So  the  next  time  you 

is  a  midget.  But  even  if  that  word,  such  warm  and  kind  characters,  and  pray  for  the  missionaries  here  in 

“midget,”  describes  her  body;  it  does  th^r  made  me  feel  that  I  was  lov^  bv  Japan,  the  next  time  you  fill  out  that 

not  describe  her  spirit  or  her  soul.  God.  I  started  to  attend  church  check  for  foreign  missions,  please 

Fbr  21  years,  until  she  became  a  regularly.  Then  the  scriptures  spoke  remember  Nobuko’s  sU^.  Because 

Christian,  Nobuko  was  tormented  by  to  me  It  was  John,  chapter  nine,  changed  lives,  not  only  in  Japan  but 

her  handicap.  More  to  the  mint,  she  Before  I  read  these  scriptures  I  used  in  all  the  over  100  countries  where 

was  tormented  by  the  world  because  to  think  that  I  was  unlo^^  and  total-  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  are  liv- 

she  didn’t  look  “normal.”  Jy  useless  in  this  world.  Knowing  God  ing  and  woning,  are  what  it  is  all 

“I  knew  that  I  looked  like  an  ugly  loves  me  and  becoming  a  Christian  at^t. 

duckling.  But  I  would  say  that  the  ug-  was  truly  my  second  bii^.  I  was  bom  Gene  Hines  it  a  church  planter  in 

ly  duckfing  was  much  happier  than  I  again.”  Japan.  He  wrote  the  mission  study  written  in  Latin,  about  1743,  by  an 

was.  Matty  times  I  looked  into  the  mir-  Now,  if  this  testimoity  of  a  Japanese  book  for  this  year,  Japan:  The  En^ishman  w^  lived  in  Douay, 

ror  and  I  thought  how  weird  I  looked,  girl  7,000  miles  from  Mississippi  does  Challenge  and  the  Promise.  Prance  John  I^ncis  Wade,  a  musi- 

I  did  not  want  anyone  except  my  not  bring  a  lump  to  your  throat,  then  cian  and  skilled  calli^pho;  made 

parents  to  see  m^I  wanted  to  stay  in-  what  c^d  even  move  you?  But  his  living  copying  aiMseUing  music 

side  all  my  life”  That  is  how  Nobuko  Nobuko  isn’t  finished  yet.  Listen  to  the  to  the  chap%  and  families  of  his 


O  Come, 

All  Ye  Faithful 


baptist  ^ecarb 
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MC  Choctaws  will  play  in  national  championship  game 


The  Mississippi  College  Choctaws 
will  be  playing  for  the  NCAA  Division 
II  national  football  championship 
Saturday  at  1 : 05  p.m.  in  Florence,  Ala. 
Their  opponent  will  be  Jacksonville 
State  University,  like  the  Chocs,  a 
member  of  the  Gulf  South  Conference. 

The  Chocs  completed  the  season 
with  a  7-3  record  and  were  given  lit¬ 


tle  chance  of  being  invited  to  the 
16-team  playoffs,  according  to  Nor¬ 
man  Gough,  an  MC  spokesman.  The 
NCAA  surprised  the  Tribe,  however, 
issued  the  invitation,  and  now  they  are 
playing  for  the  national  champion¬ 
ship,  Gough  said. 

Enroute  to  the  championship  gam^ 
the  Chocs  have  elimi^ted  Na  1  rank¬ 


ed  Texas  A  &  I  (34-19),  No.  5  ranked 
St.  Cloud  (Minn.)  State  (55-24)  and  No. 
9  ranked  Indiana  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  (26-14).  Jacksonville  State  is 
ranked  No.  2  and  defeated  the  Chocs 
23-3  in  the  fifth  game  of  the  regular 
season. 

“When  you  get  into  the  playoff  you 
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Missionaries  seek  refuge 
from  battle  in  Manila 


MANILA,  Philippines  (BP)  — 
Three  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
families  and  two  other  American 
families  associated  with  Baptists  in 
the  Philippines  evacuated  their  homes 
Dec.  4  as  fighting  intensified  in 
Manila’s  financial  district. 

The  moves  were  precautions  to 
avoid  the  danger  of  crossfire  between 
Philippine  armed  forces  and  rebels 
holed  up  in  the  district  following  an  al- 
tempted  coup,  reported  missionary 
Trudy  Crittendon,  chairman  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  mission  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  Philippines. 

By  early  Dec.  4,  government  forces 
had  confined  fighting  to  an  11-block 
area  in  the  financial  district  of  the 
Makati  area,  where  numerous  em¬ 
bassies  are  located  and  where  many 
foreign  diplomats  and  businessmen 
live.  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
homes  are  scatter^  throughout  six 
subdivisions  in  the  Makati  area. 

One  of  the  families  that  fled  moved 
into  an  evacuation  center  in  their 
neighborhood.  'The  other  four  families 
moved  to  mission  guest  quarters  in 
another  part  of  Manila. 

Southern  Baptist  workers  Marvin 
and  Judy  Raley  of  Houston  decided  to 
move  into  the  nearby  Assumption 


By  Marty  Croll 

Convent  instead  of  leaving  their 
neighborhood,  San  Lorenzo.  But  as 
fighting  continued,  they  planned  to 
leave  &n  Lorenzo  by  Dec.  5.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  Phil  and  Martha  Anderson 
of  Killen  and  Florence,  Ala.,  respec¬ 
tively,  and  Mark  and  (Jeneva  Weiler 
of  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  and  Elkins,  Ark., 
respectively,  moved  Dec.  4  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  guest  quarters. 

Also  at  the  guest  quarters  were  two 
families  who  live  in  Manila  and  attend 
International  Baptist  Church  there. 
They  are  R.A.  and  June  Hayden,  and 
Sherri  Ha  mil  and  her  two  teen-age 
children,  whose  hometowns  are 
unknown. 

Hamil’s  husband  was  out  of  the 
country  at  the  time.  Hayden  is  the 
nephew  of  Herbert  Gabhart, 
chancellor  of  Belmont  College  in 
Nashville,  Ttenn. 

Hamil  and  her  children  were  in  the 
Twin  Ibwers  building  in  Manila  when 
rebel  troops  took  it  over  but  were  able 
to  leave  safely,  Crittendon  said. 

Loyalist  and  rebel  tnx^  battled  for 
a  time  around  International  Church, 
located  in  the  Salcedo  Village  area  of 
Makati,  adjacent  to  the  Bel  Air 
neighborhood  where  two  Southern 


Baptist  missionary  families  live.  The 
families  consider  themselves  safe  and 
did  not  leave  the  area,  Crittendon 
said. 

Those  families  and  the  13  other 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  families 
in  Manila  were  keeping  a  low  profile, 
Crittendon  said.  Missionaries  outside 
the  city  were  being  advised  to  stay 
home  also,  since  government  officials 
used  barricades  to  block  travel  on  ma¬ 
jor  arteries. 

Mutinous  forces  fighting  to  over¬ 
throw  the  government  of  President 
Corazon  Aquino  overcame  the  air 
force  command  headquarters, 
government  broadcast  center  and 
parts  of  the  international  airport,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  other  military  in¬ 
stallations  in  the  Philippines,  Dec.  1. 
But  they  failed  in  a  fierce  attack  on 
military  headquarters  at  Camp 
Aguinaldo  in  Manila. 

Reports  estimated  more  than  10,(X)0 
Filipinos  fled  their  homes  and  were 
staying  in  churches,  schools  and  other 
evacuation  centers.  People  throu^MHit 
Manila  were  encouraged  by  radio  to 
attend  churches  within  walking 
distance  and  pray,  Crittendon  said. 
Schools  were  clo^  indefinitely. 


know  every  wedt  you  will  be  meeting 
one  of  the  natim’s  teams.  We  have 
already  defeated  the  No.  1,  No.  5  and 
No.  9  ranked  teams  and  I  can  assure 
you  we  are  not  intimidated  by 
Jacksonville’s  13-0  record  or  the  fact 
that  they  whipped  us  earlier.  We  are 
just  happy  to  be  representing 
Mississii^i  College  and  Mississippi 


Baptists  and  I  can  assure  you  we’ll  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  bring  the 
national  title  to  Mississippi,”  said 
Head  Coach  John  Williams. 

The  game  will  be  broadcast  live 
over  WHJT-FM  (93.5)  in  Clinton  and 
will  be  televised  for  delayed  national 
broadcast  by  ESPN. 


Published  Since  1877 


Convention  Board  elects  officers 

These  are  the  new  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  From  left 
they  are  PJ.  Scott,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Olive  Branch,  secretary;  Rex  Yancey,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Quitman,  vice  president;  and  Eugene  Dobbs,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Philadelphia,  president.  They  are  automatically  on  the  Executive  Committee.  Others 
elected  to  the  Executive  Committee  by  fellow  board  members  are  Larry  Otis,  Ingram 
Foster,  Charles  Nestor,  W.W.  Walley,  Bartis  Harper,  Cindy  Pelphrey,  David  Sellers, 
Martin  Hayden,  Gus  Merritt,  Tommy  Tutor,  Wayne  Burkes,  Ed  Holmes,  and  Ben  Carlisle. 

State  gifts  total  $17,474,338 


Tbtal  giving  to  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  by  Mississippi  Baptist  churches 
in  the  first  11  months  of  1989  is 
$17,474,338,  according  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  by  Bill  Causey,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  This 
amount  is  a  $285,207  increase  over  giv¬ 
ing  in  the  same  period  of  1988. 

November  giving  was  $1,766,348, 
which  is  $105,494  less  than  that  given 
in  November  of  1988. 

Considering  the  revised  1989  budget 
of  $19,103,541,  current  giving  is  $37,241 
below  the  pro  rata  portion.  A  pro  rata 
figure  would  be  if  one  were  to  divide 
the  entire  budget  into  12  equal  parts 
and  multiplying  by  the  number  of 
months  elapsed. 

'lb  make  budget  requirements,  giv¬ 
ing  in  December  will  have  to  be 


$1,629,203. 

Cooperative  Program  giving  goes  to 
Southern  Baptist  missions  and  educa¬ 
tion  causes  in  Mississippi  and  around 
the  world. 

Missionary  safe 

A  story  in  the  Baptist  Record  of 
Nov.  30  ^ve  an  account  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Ethiopia  where  fighting 
has  been  going  on  between  govern¬ 
ment  troops  and  the  Tigre  ^ople’s 
Liberation  Front.  All  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  safe,  but  one  Mississip- 
pian  was  left  off  of  the  list  from  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  She  is  Betty 
Barham  of  Sontag.  A  check  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  on  Dec.  4 
revealed  that  she  is  in  Addis  Ababa 
and  is  safe. 


Czech  Christians  gain  promise  of  freedom 


PRAGUE,  Czechoslovakia  (BP)  — 
Christians  in  Czechoslovakia  have 
been  assured  by  government  leaders 
they  will  receive  major  freedoms 
as  the  country  moves  to^rds  its  first 
representative  government  in  40 
years. 

In  meetings  with  church  leaders 
Nov.  30,  officials  of  the  government’s 
ministry  of  culture  promised  many 
changes  in  church-state  relations  in 
the  days  ahead,  the  church  leaders 
said. 

Catholic  leaders  nmt  with  govern¬ 
ment  representative^diring  a  morn¬ 
ing  session.  Baptist, .  Brethren, 


Methodist,  Evangelical,  and  Orthodox 
church  leaders  met  with  them  in  the 
afternoon. 

Not  all  the  church-state  changes 
were' detailed,  but  Baptists  learned 
they  could  start  a  seminary  im- 
me^ately  if  they  wish,  said  a  jubilant 
Jan  Pospisil,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Baptist  Union  of  Czechoslovakia, 
who  represented  Baptists  at  the 
meeting. 

Besides  starting  a  seminary,  they 
want  to  establish  senior  citizens’ 
homes,  print  books  freely,  and  broad¬ 
cast  on  television  and  radio. 


By  Mike  Creswell  “ 

Pospisil  said  he  and  other  leaders 
will  suggest  possible  changes  in  the 
national  constitution’s  sections  deal¬ 
ing  with  religion  during  the  coming 
weeks.  “We’re  hoping  many 
possibilities  will  be  opened,”  he  said. 
“This  is  a  great  thing.  We  have  prayed 
for  revival  in  our  country  for  many 
years.  We  feel  this  is  the  answer  from 
our  God,  not  only  for  political  change, 
but  for  moral  changes  as  well.” 

Great  spiritual  hunger  exists  in 
Czechoslovakia  today,  especially 
among  young  people,  said  Pospisil,  45, 
who  has  led  the  nation’s  Baptists  for 
five  years. 


Baptist  students  now  should  be  free 
to  attend  classes  at  the  new  Interna¬ 
tional  Baptist  Lay  Academy  in 
Budap^t,  Hungry,  Pospisil  said. 

Baptists  had  discussed  for  five 
months  how  to  obtain  clearance  for 
students  to  attend  the  academy,  he 
said,  but  “it  was  proving  difficult.'^’ 
Now  things  have  changed. 

One  likely  change  that  may  require 
some  adjustment  for  churches  in¬ 
volves  paying  salaries  to  their  pastors. 
Now  all  pastors  receive  their  salaries 
from  the  government,  a  requirement 
since  the  late  1940s. 

. . .  Catholics  have.b!e«n.  much  more . 


visible  than  other  church  groups  dur¬ 
ing  the  recent  drive  for  freedom  in 
Czechoslovakia,  said  American  Har¬ 
riet  Macek. 

Her  husband,  Peter,  is  pastor  of  Se¬ 
cond  Baptist  Church  in  Prague.  Many 
people  still  are  concerned  about  a 
reported  40,000  prisoners  held  in 
Prague  jails  and  about  freedom  of  the 
press,  she  said,  adding  that  Czech 
television  now  broadcasts  “pretty 
good  coverage.” 

Baptist  pastors  did  not  organize 
their  people  for  participation  in  the 
massive  demonstrations  which  have 
- - (Continued  on  page  4) 
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The  summer  schedule  at  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian 
has  been  altered  to  more  easily  ac¬ 
commodate  vacation  schedules. 

As  of  the  summer  of  1990,  all  leader¬ 
ship  events  are  scheduled  for  Thurs¬ 
day  through  Saturday.  In  past  sum¬ 
mers,  leadership  conferences  which 
were  Monday  through  Wednesday 
“sagged”  in  attendance,  according  to 
Chester  Vaughn,  program  director  for 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  which  operates  Gulfshore. 
Weekend  conferences  were  better  at¬ 
tended  said  Vaughn  and  Frank  Sim¬ 
mons,  manager  of  Gulfshore. 

As  a  result  of  the  shifting  of  leader¬ 
ship  conference  schedules,  a  total  of 
four  weekends  were  made  available 
for.  Centrifuge  Conferences,  which  are 
operated  by  the  Sunday  School  Board 
for  youths. 


The  MBCB-led  youth  conferences 
include  Bible  study,  recreation,  ‘fami¬ 
ly”  time,  and  this  next  year  will  have 
furloughing  missionaries-in-residence. 
Each  session  is  four  nights  long.  A 
total  of  3,500  youths  and  adult  leaders 
attended  youth  conferences  at 
Gulfshore  last  summer. 

The  1990  schedule  includes  seven 
youth  conferences  which  begin  a  week 
later  than  last  summer  :  June  1-5, 
June  5-9,  June  9-13,  June  14-18,  June 
18-22,  June  22-26,  and  June  26-30. 

Centrifuge  sessions,  which  will  be 
five  nights  at  Gulfshore,  are  planned 
and  led  by  the  Sunday  ^hool  Board. 
Gulfshore  was  requested  as  a  Cen¬ 
trifuge  site  because  some  other  Cen¬ 
trifuge  sites  were  closed  and 
Gulfshore  is  the  only  site  that  is  on  a 
beach. 


Three  churches,  one  association, 
in  SBC’s  top  25  in  study  awards 


NASHVILLE  —  Three  churches 
and  one  association  in  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  ranked  among 
the  top  25  in  the  SBC  in  total  church 
study  course  awards  for  1988-89,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  statistics. 

Calvary  Baptist  Church  of 
Waynesboro  was  22nd  in  the  SBC  and 
first  in  the  state  in  total  study  course 
awards  with  806,  records  compiled  in 
the  board’s  church  study  course 
award  office  show. 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Hattiesburg 
was  23rd  in  the  SBC  and  second  in  the 
state  with  802  awards,  and  First  Bap¬ 


tist  Church  of  Jackson  was  24th  in  the 
SBC  and  third  in  the  state  with  765. 

Among  associations,  the  Hinds 
Madison  Association  ranked  15th  in 
the  SBC  and  first  in  Mississippi  for 
total  study  course  awards  earned  in 
1988-89  with  5,199. 

Second-  and  third-ranked  associa¬ 
tions  in  the  state,  respectively,  were 
Lee  with  2,358  awards,  and  Letenon, 
with  2,186  awards. 

Mississippi  also  led  larger  state 
conventions  with  150,000-600,000  resi¬ 
dent  members  with  43,984  awards. 
Missouri  was  second  in  that  category 
with  39,755  awards. 


capsules! 

Interested  persons  Med  meet  to 
may  aid  California  be  in  Hattiesburg 

Paul  Harrell  Mi.<s.<:i<:sinni  Rantist  •  The  Sniifh  Mississinni  meefincr  . 


Bivocational  ministers  elect  officers 

Pictured  are  the  new  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Bivocational  Ministers’ 
Fellowship.  From  left  they  are  Secretary  Gary  Newton,  pastor  of  Tyro  Church.  Nor¬ 
thwest  Association,  a  schoolteacher;  Vice  President  Billy  Wells,  pastor  of  Shiloh 
Church,  a  high  school  principal;  and  President  Gael  Eddings,  pastor  of  Palestine 
Church,  Hinds  County,  who  works  in  Jackson  water  maintenance.  The  group  recent¬ 
ly  amended  its  statement  of  purpose  to  read  “We  seek  to  share  the  vision  of  the  gospel 
and  church  growth  among  our  members.  The  goal  of  this  fellowship  is  to  enlist  bivoca- 
tionals  in  a  fellowship  of  prayer  and  concern  for  fellow  pastors,  churches  which  are 
bivocationally  centered,  and  the  activities  of  our  associations  and  convention  ’’ 

Gulfshore  schedule  altered 


Student  thrust  begun  in  Taiwan 


TAICHUNG,  Taiwan  —  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  in  'Ibiwan,  have 
develop^  a  new  student  evangelism 
thrust  aimed  at  Ibiwan  young  people 
studyin"  in  the  TTnited  States  and  their 
iamilies  in  Taiwan. 

The  project  involves  sharing  the 
gospel  with  students  and  helping  them 


while  they  are  preparing  to  study  in 
the  United  States.  Later  Uiey  are  link¬ 
ed  with  Baptist  Student  Unions  on  U.S. 
campuses  and  Southern  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  nearby.  Follow-up  ministry'  to 
their  families  in  'Ibi'wan  is  planned 
while  they  are 


Paul  Harrell,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Brotherhood  director,  reports  that 
because  of  the  long-standing  partner¬ 
ship  which  Mississippi  Baptists  have 
had  with  those  in  California,  a  number 
of  Mississippians  are  asking  how  they 
can  provide  immediate  financial 
support  after  the  earthquake  in 
California. 

Harrell  said  interested  persons  may 
send  help  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  designated  for 
California  Disaster  Response.  These 
funds  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  California. 

Bill  Hogue,  executive  director  of 
California  Baptists,  said  that  a 
number  of  Baptist  churches  have 
been  damaged  and  that  many  had  in¬ 
adequate  insurance  coverage. 

McGregor  to 
speak:  “M”  night 

Simpson  Association’s  “M”  Night 
took  place  Nov.  27  with  Kermit 
McGregor,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Mendenhall,  as  speaker. 

A  60  member  choir  directed  by  Paul 
Padgett,  minister  of  music  at  First 
Church,  Magee,  provided  special 
music.  Pete  Bates,  minister  of  music 
at  Holly  Grove  Church,  and  Josh 
Wright,  pastor’s  son  at  Oak  'Grove 
Church,  were  soloists. 

First  Church,  Mendenhall,  won  the 
attendance  banner  with  79  present, 
followed  by  Calvary  of  Braxton  y ith 
55,  and  Antioch  with  48.  Holly  Gfcvfe 
won  the  efficiency  banner  with  96 
percent  of  the  Discipleship  Training 
enrollment  present.  First,  Menden¬ 
hall,  had  90  percent  and  Eastside  had 
85  percent. 

Mrs.  Pat  Calder  is  associational 
Discipleship  Training  director  and 
Glen  Schiling  is  director  of  missions. 

Carey  SGA 
honors  Noonkester 

The  Student  Government  Associa¬ 
tion  of  William  Carey  College  honored 
retired  President  J.  Ralph  Noonkester 
and  Professor  of  Religion  Dorman 
Laird  in  a  special  chapel  service  of 
Thanksgiving.  Noonkester,  who 
retired  in  June,  was  honored  for  his 
long  years  of  service  to  the  college. 
Laird  was  selected  by  a  vote  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  as  the  professor  who  b^t 
represents  the  mission  of  the  college 
by  his  scholarly  contributions  and  his 
concern  for  the  students.  Student  body 
president  Glen  Matthews,  said  that 
Noonkester  encouraged  students  to 
persevere  and  reach  their  goals. 

1st,  Lyman,  to  have 
live  drama 

The  youth  of  First  Church,  Lyman, 
will  have  a  live  drama  depicting  tjie 
birth  of  Jesus.  The  program  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  8-9.  15-16,  and  22-23. 
Each  walk-through  takes  about  20 
minutes.  It  begins  at  7  p.m.  and  the 
last  show  will  begin  at  9:30. 

The  program  includes  a  1,000  toot 
walk  through  the  woods,  more  than 
5,0I»  Chiistmas  lights,  music  and  nar¬ 
ration  telling  the  story,  live  actors  and 
lix-e  animals.  .Admission  is  $1  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  crealed  and  directed  by 
Alan  Stevens  and  Hurshel  Sullivan. 


-  The  South  Mississippi  meeting  of 
the  Baptist  Medical-Dental  Fellow¬ 
ship  will  be  held  at  'Temple  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  Jan.  20  at  noon. 

The  luncheon  will  feature  John 
T^rpley,  a  missionary  surgeon  in 
Ogbomosho,  Nigeria. 

For  further  information  or  to  pur¬ 
chase  tickets,  contact  the  Brotherhood 
Department  at  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Jackson  at  968-3800,  or  phone  John 
McGraw  in  Laurel  at  428-4911. 


Hayes  transferred 
to  rehabilitation 

SALISBURY,  Md.  (BP)  -  Retired 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  nurse 
Everley  Hayes  was  moved  into  the 
Deer’s  Head  Center  for  rehabilitation 
•  in  Salisbury,  Md.,  Nov.  27  after  regain¬ 
ing  consciousness  following  a  fall  in 
October. 

Hayes,  73,  lay  in  a  coma  for  about 
three  weeks  at  Peninsula  General 
Hospital  Medical  Center  after  falling 
down  the  choir  loft  stairs  at  Allen 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  in  Salisbury 
following  a  worship  service  Oct.  22. 

Now  Hayes  is  able  to  talk  and  smile, 
said  her  sister,  Eunice  Ruark.  Doctors 
believe  she  is  a  good  candidate  for 
rehabilitation,  Ruark  added. 

Hayes  is  known  for  working  in 
China  with  her  famous  missionary 
colleague,  physician  Bill  Wallace.  She 
identified  his  body  and  helped  bury  it 
after  he  died  in  a  Chinese  communist 
prison  Hi  1951. 4She  later  was  confined 
by  the  communists  for  eight  months 
before  leaving  China.  She  went  on  to 
work  for  30  years  as  a  nurse  in  In¬ 
donesia  and  retired  in  1983. 

Court  upholds 
judgment 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (EP)  —  The  Min¬ 
nesota  Court  of  Appeals  has  upheld  a 
lower  court  finding  that  a  Marshall, 
Minnesota  man  was  in  violation  of  the 
state  Human  Rights  Act  when  he 
acted  on  his  religious  convictions  and 
refused  to  rent  a  house  to  an  unmar¬ 
ried  couple. 

Czech  Christians 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
rocked  Prague,  but  many  were  involv¬ 
ed,  Pospisil  said. 

“I  was  there  eve^  day,  and  my  four 
children  and  my  wife  were  there  also,” 
he  said. 

About  4,000  Baptists  are  members 
of  30  congregations  in  the  country,  but 
Sunday  attendance  averages  about 
10,000. 

In  mid-November  leaders  of  the 
Baptist  union  sent  a  letter  to  Czech 
government  leaders  expressing  “deep 
regret”  over  the  brutal  beating  of 
demonstrators  in  Prague  Nov.  17.  “We 
are  convinced  that  this  harsh  use  of 
force  against  peaceful  citizens, 
perhaps  holding  other  opinions,  is  an 
abuse  of  human  dignity  and  an  attack 
on  freedom  of  conscience  and 
freedom  of  speech.”  the  letter  stated. 

Later  33  membeis  of  Second  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Prague  sent  a  letter  to 
the  world  community  of  Baptists  ask¬ 
ing  inter\’ention  in  such  violence  and 
requesting  prayer  support.  European 
Baptist  Press  Service  reported 
.Mike  Cre.swcII  is  a  missionary  jour¬ 
nalist  for  the  FMB. 


Alcohol  labels 
need  to  be 
much  larger 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Warning 
labels  on  beer  and  liquor  containers 
will  save  lives,  but  they  must  be  larger 
and  more  conspicuous,  advocates  of 
a  healthier  America  said  during  a 
Nov.  14  news  conference  in  Nashville. 

The  Alcoholic  Beverage  Labeling 
Act  of  1988,  which  went  into  effect  Nov. 
18,  requires  that  all  alcoholic 
beverage  containers  sold  in  the  United 
States  carry  warning  labels. 

The  required  message  states; 
“(iovernment  Warning:  (1)  According 
to  the  surgeon  general,  women  should 
not  drink  alcoholic  beverages  during 
pregnancy  because  of  the  rtek  of  birth 
defects.  (2)  Consumption  of  alcoholic 
beverages  impairs  your  ability  to 
drive  a  car  or  operate  machinery  and 
may  cause  health  problems.” 

“Pro-health  advocates  have  won  a 
hard-fought  2()-year  battle  against  the 
alcoholic  beverage  industry,”  said 
Robert  M.  Parham,  associate  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian 
Life  Commission  in  Nashville.  “A 
coalition  of  diverse  groups  .  .  .  has 
worked  for  years  to  secure  health  and 
safety  warning  labels  on  alcoholic 
beverage  containers  .... 

“Unfortunately,  the  Bureau  of 
Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Firearms  has 
issued  regulations  which  do  not  en¬ 
sure  that  the  warnings  be  located  in 
‘a  conspicuous  and  prominent  place 
on  each  container  of  alcoholic 
beverage,’  ”  he  said,  quoting  the  new 
law. 

Holding  a  beer  bottle  on  its  side  and 
examining  the  fine-print  label  under 
a  magnifying  glass,  Parham  added: 
“Now,  we  must  battle  to  get  warning 
labels  that  are  readable  without  using 
a  magnifying  glass.  Everyone  should 
be  able  to  see  readily  and  to  read  easi¬ 
ly  the  warnings.  The  alcohol  industry 
and  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco 
and  Firearms  ought  to  stop  playing 
hide-and  seek  with  a  life-and-death 
matter.  They  ought  to  stop  playing 
games  with  pregnant  women  and 
their  unborn  children.  They  ought  to 
support  legible  labels.” 

Mrs.  J.  A.. McCain, 
pastor’s  wife,  dies 

Funeral  services  were  held,  Nov.  10, 
for  Mrs.  Ramona  C.  McCain,  60,  of 
Florence,  from  Shivers  Baptist 
Church,  Shivers.  Dennis  Allen  and 
Victor  Johnson  officiated. 

Mrs.  McCain  died  on  Nov.  8,  at  the 
University  Medical  Center,  Jackson. 
She  was  the  wife  of  J.  A.  McCain, 
pastor  of  Shivers  Church,  Simpson 
County. 

A  native  of  Millry,  Ala.,  Mrs. 
McCain  had  been  a  resident  of 
Mississippi  since  1947.  At  the  time  of 
her  death,  she  was  a  member  of 
Shivers  Baptist  Church  and  school 
teacher  at  Mendenhall  High  School. 
She  taught  in  the  Simpson  County 
School  District  for  23  years. 

Mrs.  McCain  was  also  active  in  the 
Baptist  churches  which  her  husband 
has  served  as  pastor.  She  was  Sunday 
Scl^l  teacher,  as  well  as  having  serv¬ 
ed  in  leadership  positions  for  GAs  and 
WMU. 

Besides  her  husband,  she  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Tbrnmie 
Simpson.  Millry,  Ala.;  son.  Michael 
McCain  of  McEwen.  'Tenn.;  daugh¬ 
ters,  Patricia  McCain.  Nashville. 
Tenn.;  Linda  'Taylor.  College  Station, 
Tex.;  one  brother;  two  sisters;  and 
four  grandchildren. 

'The  family  requests  that  memorial 
be  made  to  the  Kidney  Foundation  of 
Mississippi,  Pj^.  Box  55802,  Jackson, 
Miss.  39216.  .-r 


ACTS  and  cable  systems  will  air 
highlights  of  convention  sessions 
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Highl^ts  of  the  154th  session  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  will  to 
shown  on  a  number  of  ACIS  and  other 
church  television  cable  systems 
throughout  the  state  in  December. 

The  highlights  will  include  portions 
of  major  messages,  plus  a  number  of 
the  musical  presentations. 

“Looking  Unto  Jesus  . . was  the 
theme  of  the  convention  and  the  title 
of  the  58-minute  “Highlights”  video. 
The  Dei^rtment  of  Broadcast  Ser¬ 
vices,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  produced  the  video  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  First  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  and  Anderson  Productions 
from  many  hours  of  videotaping  of  the 
convention. 

Videotapes  of  the  Bible  Treasures 
and  convention  sermons  will  to 
available  from  the  Department  of 
Broadcast  Services  on  1/2-inch  VHS 
for  loan  by  the  middle  of  December, 
as  well  as  the  convention  highlight 
videotape. 

“Also,  if  other  churches  in  the  state 
have  access  to  a  cable  channel,  the 
Broadcast  Services  Department  will 
to  glad  to  lend  them  the  3/4-inch 
videotape  for  broadcast,”  says  Farrell 
Blankenship,  director  of  the 
department. 

Those  churches  and  cable  stations 
scheduled  to  run  the  highlight  tape  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


are  as  follows: 


City 

Date 

Time 

Cable  Channel 

First  BC 

Bruce 

Dec.  10 
Dec.  13 

Noon 

6:00  p.m. 

Walco/Bruce-Channel  2 
W07BN  Low  Power  TV-Ch. 

Delta  ACTS  Board 
Cleveland 

Dec.  7 
Dec.  11 

6:30  p.m. " 
6:30  p.m. 

Warner  Cable 

Channel  10 

First  BC 

Yazoo  City 

Dec.  5 
Dec.  8 

8:00  p.m. 
9:00  p.m. 

Warner  Cable 

Channel  10 

Lebanon  ACTS  Board 
Hattiesburg 

Dec.  11 

6:30  p.m. 

Pine  Belt  Cable 

Channel  6 

ACTS  of  Jackson 
Jackson 

Dec.  11 

6:30  p.m. 

Capitol  Cablevision 

Channel  14 

ACTS  of  Laurel 

Laurel 

••Date/Time  Pending 

Comcast  Cable 

Channel  18 

ACTS  of  Lauderdale 
Meridian 

Dec.  11 

6:30  p.m. 

Comcast  Cable 

Channel  31 

First  BC 

New  Albany 

••Date/Time  Pending 

Heritage  Cable  Vision 
Channel  23 

ACTS  of  Rankin 
Brandon,  Pearl 

Dec.  17 

5:30  p.m. 

Rankin  County  Cable 
C^nnel  35 

ACTS  of  Monticello 
Monticello 

Dec.  11 

7:30  p.m. 

Vista  Comm.  Inc. 

(^nnel  23 

••Contact  your  local  ACTS  manager  for  date  and  time  in  your  area. 


Nigerian  churches  rehound 
from  adversity,  violence 


KADUNA,  Nigeria  (BP)  -  In  the 
face  of  political,  economic,  and 
religious  adversity,  Baptist  churches 
in  northern  Nigeria  not  only  have 
grown  but  have  prospered. 

“At  the  heart  of  tto  tremendous 
growth  is  the  Baj^t  pastors’  school 
in  Kaduna,”  said  Dewey  Merritt,'  a 
fmraer  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
to  Nigeria.  More  than  100  Nigemn 
Baptist  churches  trace  their  beginn¬ 
ing  to  Baptist  pastor'k  school  and  Bi¬ 
ble  college. 

Merritt,  a  Mississippian,  now 
associate  director  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
volunteer  department,  worked  in 
Nigoia  for  m(H«  than  20  years  —  IS 
teaching  at  the  pastor  school. 

The  pastoral  leadership  developed 
at  the  school  has  helped  establish  a 
strong  Christian  community  in  an 
area  dominated  by  Islam,  Merritt 
said. 

Muslims  make  up  almost  half  of 
Nigeria’s  population,  and  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  them  live  in  the  north. 

The  Christian  leadoship  was  tested 
in  1987  when  militant  Muslim 
elements  in  northern  Nigeria  rioted, 
leaving  more  than  20  people  dead  and 
152  church  buildings  burned. 

Rioters  burned  eight  church 
buildings  and  three  pastoriums  in  the 
Zaria  area,  one  church  building  in 
Funtua  and  five  church  buildings  in 
Kadiuia.  The  rioting  also  left  a 
number  of  pastors  homeless  and  the 
homes  and  businesses  of  other  (hris- 
tians  severely  damaged. 

However,  during  the  week-long 
upheaval,  three  mosques  in  the  region 
also  were  burned. 

“During  the  time  of  the  all  the  bur¬ 
ning,  C3iristians  were  meeting  to 
kn^,  pray  and  not  fight  back,”  said 
Southiem  Baptist  missionary  ^ytbn 


By  Donald  Martin 

Myers,  a  native  of  Hazlehurst,  Miss., 
and  an  evangelist  and  teacher  at  the 
Baptist  pastor’s  school. 

“This  was  a  moral  victory  for  Chris¬ 
tians,”  Myers  said.  “Muslims  I  have 
talked  with  were  very  sympathetic 
with  the  Christians  about  this.” 

Repairs  on  most  of  the  damaged 
buildmgs  are  near  completion,  Mym 
said.  Only  one  church  in  Kaduna  is 
behind  schedule  in  its  rebuilding 
efforts. 

In  the  meantime,  church  members 
have  used  some  of  the  charred 
materials  from  burned  churches  to 
build  temporary  buildings.  Churches 
in  Zaria  and  Kaduna  did  not  even  miss 
a  Sunday  worship  service  Days  after 
the  riots,  members  in  both  cities 
gathered  at  the  remains  of  their  chur¬ 
ches,  picked  through  the  debris  for 
something  to  sit  on  and  began 
praying. 

One  Muslim  woman  who  saw  the 
local  Christians  kneel  and  pray  dur¬ 
ing  the  rioting  was  so  taken  aback  by 
the  unusual  response  to  the  violence 
that  she  began  talking  to  local 
Christians. 

“She  saw  how  the  (Hiristians  were 
reacting.  She  was  surprised  that  they 
would  not  fight  back.  She  decided  to 
investigate  what  caused  this  and  later 
became  a  Christian,”  Myers  said. 

Nigerian  Christians  believe  their 
mostly  peaceful  response  to  the 
violence  has  helped  ease  tensions  and 
avoid  further  problems.  Muslim  ex¬ 
tremist  groups,  who  were  pressuring 
President  Ibrahim  Batongida  to 
declare  Nigeria  a  Muslim  sta^  mig^t 
have  won  a  stronger  voice  if  Ch^- 
tians  had  struck  back  in  revenge,  Mer¬ 
ritt  said. 

But  soon  after  the  riots,  Babangida, 
a  Muslim,  announced  Nigeria  would 


have  no  state  rel^on  and  would  “imx>- 
vide  an  umbrella  under  which  all 
religions  can  thrive.” 

The  Nigerian  government  has  pro¬ 
vided  more  than  $3  million  for 
rebuilding  churches.  Babangida  said 
the  money  was  provided  bemuse  the 
riots  were  not  p^  of  a  reli^ous  crisis 
but  an  attack  on  the  Nigerian  govern¬ 
ment  itself. 

Babangida’s  conciliatory  tone  may 
not  have  existed  if  the  northern  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders  had  reacted  differently, 
Merritt  said. 

Myerss  like  Merritt,  ^ves  much  of 
the  credit  for  strong  Christian  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  area  to  the  37-year-old  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor’s  school. 

Simon  Ihmbaya  is  an  example  of 
the  school’s  success.  Tambaya,  a 
Christian  and  farmer  in  the  northern 
area,  came  to  Kaduna  looking  for 
work. 

He  became  a  gardener  for  mis¬ 
sionary  Don  Frazier  but  soon  felt  the 
call  to  preach. 

Ibrnbaya  began  studying  at  the 
Baptist  pastor’s  school  in  1982  and 
graduate  at  the  top  of  his  class  in 
1966.  Since  then,  he  has  helped  develop 
Van  Goro  Baptist  Church  from  a 
small  struggling  congregation  of  less 
than  30  people  into  a  healthy  church 
that  must  hold  two  morning  services 
each  Sunday. 

The  church  plans  to  move  out  of  its 
mud-brick  building  into  a  larger  con¬ 
crete  building.  It  also  has  sponsored 
two  mission  churches  and  sent 
members  to  help  with  the  new  growth. 

“Most  students  of  the  school  over 
the  years  have  gone  back  to  their  peo¬ 
ple,’^  Myers  said.  “One  man  said  of  all 
the  people  in  the  north,  his  people 
needed  his  ministry  most  because  he 
is  one  who  understands  them.” 


Churches  adopt  expanded  annuity 

The  following  churches  have  McLain;  Gulf  Coast;  FBC 
adopted  the  expanded  Annuity  Gulfport;  Humphreys:  Eastside; 
Plan  since  those  reported  in  the  Mississippi;  New  Salem;  Smith; 
Nov.  9  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record :  New  Sardis ;  Union  County :  Mar- 
Clarke:  Pine  Hill;  (Greene:  FBC  tin;  and  Yazoo;  Ogden. 

Planned  Christmas  display 
at  Domino’s  draws  lawsuit 


ANN  ARBOR,  MichT  (EP)  -  A 
Christian  Christmas  Celebration 
Light  Display  planned  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Domino's  Pizza  Cor¬ 
poration  has  drawn  a  lawsuit  from 
community  leaders  in  Ann  Arbor 
Tbwnship.  They  claim  the  display  is  a 
public  nuisance  and  violates  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  separation  of  church  and 
state. 

The  Township’s  Board  of  IVustees  is 
seeking  a  court  order  barring  the 
display  at  Domino’s  Farms.  Ibwnship 
leaders  argue  that  the  traffic  at¬ 
tracted  by  a  large  light  display  will 
clog  roads,  inconvenience  area 
homeowners,  and  possibly  require 
township  officials  to  close  off  public 
streets  —  an  action  the  complaint 
says  would  violate  church-state 
separation  by  ^uiring  “government 
to  participate  in  a  religious  display.” 

Domino’s  founder  Thomas  S. 
Monaghan  is  ready  to  fight  for  his 
right  to  erect  a  Christian  Christmas 
display  on  his  private  property.  “I’m 
not  going  to  back  away  from  this,”  he 
told  EP  News.  “It  could  go  all  the  way 
to  the  Supreme  Court.” 

The  controversial  display  began 
some  years  ago  on  a  much  smaller 
scale  as  holiday  decorations  at 
Domino’s  Farms,  primarily  for  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  employees  of  the 
world’s  largest  pizza  delivery 
company. 

In  1967  the  display  has  grown  to  in¬ 
clude  270,000  li^ts,  in  a  spectacle  that 
attracted  150,000  vehicles  carrying 
about  400,000  people  The  “Blessed 
C^hristmas”  display  was  canceled  for 
1968  when  Domino’s  agreed  to  work 
with  community  leaders  to  solve  traf¬ 
fic  problems. 

Meetings  were  held  with  neighbors 
and  township  officials  to  discuss  solu¬ 
tions  to  the  trafflc  problenris,  includ^ 
an  overflow  system  to  divert  traffic 
through  less  populated  areas,  a  shut¬ 
down  system  to  turn  the  display  off  if 
trafflc  gets  too  heavy,  window  stickers 
for  residents  to  use  for  priority  treat¬ 
ment  on  their  cars,  and  a  communica¬ 
tions  trailer  to  coordinate  the  dff-duty 
law  enforcement  officials  hired  by 
Domino’s  for  security. 

Lutheran  church 
calls  lesbians 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  (EP)  -  St.  Francis 
Lutheran  Church,  an  Evangelical 
Lutheran  diurch  in  America  con- 
gregatiiHi  in  San  Francisco,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  is  calling  a  lesbian 
couple  as  pastors.  The  action  was 
described  as  “a  matter  of  serious  cott¬ 
er”  by  Joseph  M.  Wagner,  executive 
director  of  the  ELCA  Division  for 
Ministry. 

Wagner  said  the  congregation  “has 
departed  from  the  established  calling 
process  for  candidates  and  pastors  in 
the  ELCA.”  He  added,  “Tljis  is  not  a 
matter  oi  justice,  as  claimed  t^  some 
Ordination  is  carried  out  by  this 
church  in  keeping  with  our  biblical 
understanding  and  doctrinal 
teachings,  and  in  accord  with 
established  policies.  Practicing 
homosexual  persons  are  precluded 
from  ordination  by  the  standards  of 
this  church.” 


Preparations  for  the  1989  display 
were  well  underway  when  Domino’s 
received  word  that  Ann  Arbor 
Township  had  passed  a  Special 
Events  Ordinance  requiring  the  com¬ 
pany  to  apply  for  a  permit.  When 
Domino’s  applied  for  the  permit  under 
protest,  the  application  was  denied. 
An  undeterred  Monaghan  told 
employees,  “Quite  frankly  we  don’t 
feel  it  is  within  their  rights  to  stop  it 
and  we  are  proceeding  forward.” 

Owen  Cooper 

foundation 

organized 

In  a  joint  statement,  Mrs.  Owen 
Ckx^r  and  Gene  Triggs,  chairman  of 
the  Agricultural  Missions  Foundation 
board  of  directors  announced  the 
establishment  of  the  “Owen  Cooper 
Foundation.” 

The  purpose  of  the  foundation  is  to 
provide  an  endowment  for  the  support 
of  agricultural  missions. 

In  making  the  announcement,  Mrs. 
Cooper  said,  “Owen’s  number  mie 
concern  was  tiwing  to  find  ways  to 
help  needy  and  hungry  people  and  to 
reach  them  with  the  message  of 
salvation.”  She  went  on  to  say,  “I 
believe  that  a  Foundation,  bearing  his 
name,  and  dedicated  completely  for 
this  purpose  would  be  a  way  toextand 
his  life-long  efforts  to  help  people  help 
themselves  —  and  for  this  I  am 
grateful.” 

A^cultural  Missions  Foundatkm, 
Limited,  was  or^nized  by  Owen 
Cooper  in  1970,  with  himsetf,  Jerry 
Clower,  and  Gene  Iriggs  named  as  in- 
corporaUnrs,  for  the  purpose  of  siq>- 
porting  the  agricultural  wwk  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

In  nearly  20  years  numerous  pro¬ 
jects  have  been  supported.  Althm^ 
there  are  no  le^l  or  official  ties  with 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  a  close 
working  relationship  is  maintained. 

Anyone  wishing  to  make  a  contribu¬ 
tion  may  do  so  making  this  check 
payable  to  the  Owen  Cooper  Founda¬ 
tion  and  sending  it  to  P.  0.  Box  388, 
Yazoo  City,  MS  39194. 


FOR  SALE:  1971  Blue  Bird  “All 
American”  one  owner  BUS,  good 
shape.  19,000.00  cash.  Alta  Woods 
Ignited  Methodist  diurch,  Jackson, 
Miss.  (601)  372-6016.  Ask  for  Mr. 
Still. 

CAPITAL  CHURCH  CARPETS. 
Over  2S  years  carpet  expcrieace. 
For  high  quality  and  low  pricea,  let 
ns  carpet  your  church.  715  Hwy.  49 
South,  Rkhlaud,  MS  39218;  (Ml) 
93P4911. 
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Evangelism  fe“‘«res 
report 


Teachers  needed 
for  China  posts 

RICHMOND,  Va.  —  Cooperative 
Services  International,  the  Southern 
Baptist  aid  organization,  is  looking  for 
86  long-term  and  50  short-term 
workers  to  fill  needs  in  China  for  1990. 

Most  of  the  positions  call  for 
teaching  English  as  a  second 
language. 

“Working  in  China  offers  great  op¬ 
portunity  for  lifestyle  witness,”  said 
James  Hampton,  assistant  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Cooperative  Services 
International. 

The  long-term  teachers  are  needed 
for  one-  or  two-year  assignments  at 
Chinese  collies  and  universities.  Ap¬ 
plicants  should  have  teaching  ex¬ 
perience,  preferably  at  the  college 
level.  They  should  either  have  ex¬ 
perience  in  teaching  Elfish  as  a  se¬ 
cond  language  or  certification  in  the 
field. 

lb  be  accepted  into  the  long-term 
[Mtigram,  applicants  must  complete  a 
short  information  form,  pass  screen¬ 
ing,  complete  an  application  packet, 
and  receive  an  invitation  to  a  group . 
meeting  involving  other  applicants  in 
late  March.  Application  pa^ets  must 


BANGALORE,  India  —  About  30  1 

doctors,  nurses  and  other  staff  at  Bap- 
tist  Hospital  in  Ban^lore,  India,  have 

management  change  by  giving  choral 
concerts.  The  “M^choir”  has  per- 
formed  10  mini-concerts  this  year. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
Rebekah  Naylor  (a  doctor  and 
hospital  administrator)  and  J.  0. 

Terry  helped  the  gixMip  record  a 

60-minute  tape  entitled  “Sing  Hallelu-  V  IjL 

jah”  in  a  professional  studio.  ^ 

The  choir  began  in  1987  when  ™ 

Southern  Baptist  musicians  Joe  Ann  Young  people  at  Fukuoka  Shinsei 
Shelton  and  Loeen  Bushman  organiz-  Church  in  Fukuoka,  Japan,  par¬ 
ed  them  to  perform  a  cantata  to  ticipated  in  a  meal  on  Sunday  even- 
sellout  crowds  in  City  Auditorium.  ing  just  before  a  youth  rally.  In 
Baptist  Hospital  has  undergone  evidence  are  Uie  low  tables  wi&  the 
changes  as  management  has  been  participants  sitting  on  the  floor, 
shifted  to  Christian  Medical  College. 

The  shift  was  made  to  ensure  the 
hospital  will  stay  open  as  a  Christian 

ministry  in  the  Hindu  nation.  f — ^ 


Helping  To  Bring  Mississippi 
And  The  World  To  Jesus 


Ada*s 


Alcorn 


Attala 


Benton 


Bolivar 


Calhoun 


Carroll 


Chickasaw 


Choctaw 


Clarke 


late  March.  Apph 
be  completed  1^  Feb.  8* 

Applicants  will  work  individually 
with  Cooperative  Services  Interna¬ 
tional  to  arrange  funding  for  their 
period  of  service  Ibachers  in  China 
:u0^,  Ja|»n,  are,  left  to_  usually  live  on  campus  in  small  fur- 
"  ‘Hiis-  nished  apartments  and  eat  meals 
with  other  teachers  and  staff  in  the 
school  dining  hall. 

Short-termers  will  go  to  China  for 
five  weeks  next  July  and  August  after 
a  four-day  orientation  in  the  United 
States.  Working  in  teams,  they  will  in¬ 
struct  Chinese  teachers  of  English  in 
such  things  as  grammar,  phonetics, 
diction,  and  American  culture  and 
idioms. 

During  orientation,  teachers  in  the 
five-week  program  will  participate  in 
a  16-hour  literacy  workshop  to  certify 
them  in  teaching  English  as  a  second 
language. 

CSl  officials  prefer  that  applicants 
for  the  short-term  program  have  the 
equivalent  of  a  bachelor’s  degree  in 
education.  These  applicants  al^  must 

School  Board’s  church  administration  be  able  to  pay  their  own  expenses, 
department.  “About  aU  it  would  take  Besides  teachers,  CSI  also  is  look- 
for  a  teenager  to  cross  over  that  line  in^  for  a  printer  with  knowledge  of 
(into  promiscuity)  would  be  a  new  printing  Bibles  to  work  at  least  six 
equip  people  lor  ministry  ana  reacn  lor  {Mescnool  care  before  problems  or  belief  that  church  leaders  and  even  months  with  the  Amity  Press  in  Nanj- 
out  to  hurting  people  with  (^’s  love,  fears  arise,  said  Mary  Holyfield,  a  parents  have  given  up  on  ing,  China,  which  publishes  Bibles, 
according  to  participants  in  a  two-  member  of  the  Baptist  Nursing  them  ....  God  has  the  only  plan  for  and  four  sdiolarship  students  to  study 
hour  teleco^eisix^  “AIDS:  Crisis  for  Fellowship  from  Jackin,  Miss.  safe  sex,  and  that  is  sex  within  mar-  CWnese  in  the  nation  for  at  least  a 
Cliurch  and  Family,”  broadcast  live  “If  churches  have  policies  fw  handl-  riage  This  may  be  a  time  churches  year. 

C^t.  8  on  the  Baptist  Iblecommunica-  ing  tobies  so  ttore  is  no  transmission  can  say  this  better  to  a  society  more  Persons  interested  in  the  long-term 
tion  Network.  of  diarrheal  disease  or  hepatitis  A  or  ready  to  hear  it.”  program  should  write  CSI  90,  P.  0. 

More  than  100,000  people  in  the  ^n  respiratory  disease,  then  there  Youth  already  involved  in  sexually  Box  6841,  Richmond,  VA.  23230,  or  call 
United  States  have  been  diagnosed  is  no  possibility  of  the  transmission  of  promiscuous  activities  should  be  Glenn  FYes^t  at  (804)  353-0151.  Those 
with  AIDS,  and  more  than  50,000  have  AIDS,”  said  Groodgame  helped  through  Christian  counseling,  interest^  in  the  short-term  program 

died,  participants  said.  Also,  more  “All  of  tl^  other  diseases  are  easi-  said  Ross.  should  write  Bill  Peacock  at  the  same 

Uian  one  million  Americans  are  in-  ly  transmitted.  If  there  are  barriers  A  preventive  approach  through  address  (m*  call  him  at  the  same  ph^ 
fected  with  the  HIV  virus  and  are  at  to  those  diseases,  then  AIDS  can’t  be  education  with  pre-teens  and  number, 
risk  for  contracting  AIDS.  There  is  no  transmitted.”  teenagers  about  the  issue  of  sexuali- 

medical  evidence  that  people  get  Morlee  Maynard,  program  and  ty  was  advocated  Larry  Braidfoot, 

AIDS  from  casual  contact.  AIDS  is  research  coordinator  in  ^  Sunday  general  counsel  fm- the  Christian  Life  Ail 

transmitted  almost  exclusively  School  Board’s  family  ministry  Commission.  KJ  LiOlUe  All 

through  intravenous  drug  use,  through  department,  said  to  prevent  the  Churches  that  minister  to  people  a/  •  l  /• 
homosexual  or  heterosexual  inter-  spread  of  any  infectious  disease,  with  AIDS  may  be  charged  with  to-  IC  raitlltul 

course  with  an  infected  partner  or  preschool  workers  should  wash  their  ing  “soft  on  sin,”  warned  Roy 

through  a  transfusion  of  con-  hands  and  children’s  toys  with  a  mix-  Edgemon,  director  of  the  SSB  (Continued  from  page  2) 


Franklin 


Japan  Baptists  celebrate 


Mississippians  in  Japan 

In  the  pulpit  of  Fukuoka  Shinsei 

TOKYO,  Japan  —  Japanese  Baptists  celebrated  100  years  of  mission  work  Church  in  Fukt 
as  an  overflow  crowd  of  more  than  1,400  people  gathered  in  the  1,000-seat  right,  Roy  D.  Raddin,  Erector  of 
auditorium  at  Seinan  University  in  Fukuoka  for  the  Centennial  Celebration,  sions  for  Washington  Association; 
The  first  Baptist  missionaries  —  Jack  and  Sophia  Brunson  and  J.  W.  and  Dru  Hiroshi  Thkeda,  pastor  of  the  church ; 
McCollum  —  arrived  Nov.  5,  1989.  In  1891  Southern  Baptists  entered  into  a  and  Kiely  Young,  pastor  of  First 
comity  agreement  with  the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union  which  Cbureh,  Greenville.  Young  and  Rad- 
restricted  Southern  Baptist  mission' work  in  Kyushu.  In  1918  the  Southern  Bap-  diirwere  in  the  second  wave  of 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  freed  its  missionaries  from  that  agreement  and  Mississippians  to  visit  Japan  to  help 
began  working  in  all  of  Japan.  Baptists  in  Japan  now  count  297  churches  and  Baptists  there  observe  the  100th  an- 
30,000  members.  They  have  a  goal  of  500  churches  and  50,000  members  by  the  niversary  of  Baptist  work  in  that 
year  2000.  country. 

AIDS  crisis  demands  that  churches 
educate,  equip,  reach  out  with  love 

By  Linda  Lawson 

NASHVILLE  (BP) —The growing  the  AIDS  virus  is  a  hard  virus  to 
AIDS  crisis  in  the  United  States  catch,”  he  said, 
presents  a  challenge  to  Southern  Bap-  Education  and  preparation  are 
tist  churches  to  {irovide  information,  needed  in  developing  church  policies 
equip  people  for  ministry  and  reach  for  {Meschool  care  before  problems 
out  to  hurting  people  with  (jrod’s  love,  fears  arise,  said  Mary  Holyheld, 
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Ruth  cooks  for  Leningrad  Baptists 


Uganda  leader  stops  order  to  expel  Hesch 


KAMPALA,  Uganda  (BP)  —  Ugan¬ 
dan  President  Yoweri  Museveni, 
responding  to  requests  from  the  U.S. 
Embassy  in  Uganda,  has  rescinded 
the  expulsion  oi^r  issued  to  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  Roger  Hesch  Nov. 
7. 

“We  have  received  nothing  in 
writing,  but  the  American  Embassy 
has  b^n  assured  verbally  that  the 
president  agreed  to  suspend  the  order 
until  it  is  ‘looked  at  some  more,’  ’’  said 
Paul  Eaton  Nov.  15.  Eaton  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Southern  Baptist  mission 
organization  in  Uganda. 

Hesch,  of  Little  ^Us,  Minn.,  was  ar¬ 
rested  Nov.  1,  the  day  after  he  drove 
onto  a  militaiy  base  at  night.  He  had 
given  a  Baptist  soldier  a  ride  back  to 
his  barracks  after  t|ie  showing  of  an 
evangelistic  film  at  a  center  for  the 
handicapped  in  Masaka.  He  was  held 
without  formal  charges  before  being 
released  Nov.  7  and  ordered  to  leave 


Uganda  within  a  week.  In  issuing  the 
order,  a  Ugandan  official  said  Hesch’s 
unauthorized  entry  of  a  military  in¬ 
stallation  was  irresponsible. 

Informal  contacts  over  the  Nov^^l 
11-12  weekend  between  AmariooirfeT^ 


ficials  and  their  counterparts  in  the 
Ugandan  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
led  to  Museveni’s  decision  to  recon¬ 
sider  the  expulsion  order,  Eaton  was 
told. 

This  does  not  mean  Hesch’s  work 
permit  has  been  reinstated  but  only 
that  he  can  legally  remain  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  However,  Hesch,  his  wife,  Meg, 
and  their  two  children  left  Nov.  14  for 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  since  they  had  been 
given  only  seven  days  to  depart  when 
the  expulsion  notice  was  issued  by  the 
Ugan^n  immigration  office  Nov.  7. 

Three  separate  routes  of  appeal  are 
being  followed.  The  U.S.  Emb^y  has 
appealed  to  the  Ugandan  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs.  The  mission 


By  Craig  Bird 

organization’s  lawyer,  Peter  Mulira, 
has  approached  the  prime  minister’s 
office.  The  mission  also  is  com¬ 
municating  with  the  inspector  general 
f  the  government. 

Although  Mulira  and  others  are 


Devotional 


A  child  of  perfection 


guardedly  optimistic  about  a  perma¬ 
nent  reversal  of  the  expulsion  order, 
Hesch  admitted  to  “being  skeptical, 
mainly  because  I  don’t  think  anyone 
high  enough  in  government  holds  me 
—  or  the  Baptist  mission  —  in  high 
enough  esteem  to  overturfl  the  deci-_ 
sion.”  Still,  the  Heschs  are  anxious  to* 
return  to  their  work  and  hope  they  will 
be  allowed  to  do  so. 

“This  is  just  a  combination  of  events 
that  normally  would  not  have  made 
any  difference  to  anyone,’’  he  explain¬ 
ed  in  an  interview  in  Nairobi.  “A  lot 
of  times  I  was  at  the  wrong  place  at 
the  wrong  time.  I  have  visited  and 
even  preached  at  several  army  bar¬ 
racks  in  the  past  two)«ars;  so  I  didn’t 
think  anything  about  it  when  a  soldier 
whom  I  believe  to  be  a  fine  Christian 
asked  me  to  give  him  a  ride  to  his  bar¬ 
racks  the  night  of  Oct.  31.” 

Hesch  bellies  the  action  is  directed 
at  the  Baptist  soldier,  Joshua  Lee 
Mwaka,  since  he  was  arrested  at  the 
same  time  as  Hesch.  “When  I  tried  to 
explain  that  I  had  not  sneaked  onto  an 
army  base  but  had  driven  throu^  the 
gate  with  Joshua,  I  was  told  that 
Joshua  was  a  spy  who  had  been  giv¬ 
ing  information  to  the  rebels  (oppos¬ 
ing  the  Ugandan  government).” 

Hesch  said  he  has  no  reason  to 
believe  Mwaka  is  “anything  but  a 
dedicated  Christian,”  an  opinion 
shared  1^  ‘^every  Ugandan  who  knows 
him  that  I  talk^  to.  Members  of  our 


By  James  K.  Smith 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how  it  would  feel  to  be  the  parent  of  the  perfect 
child?  Being  the  father  of  four,  three  boys  and  one  girl,  the  thought  has  crowed 
my  mind. 

As  we  approach  the  date  on  which  we  celebrate  the  birth 
of  (Thrist,  I  want  us  to  consider  the  possibility  that  Cluist 
was  a  child  of  perfection.  But,  he  was  not  necessarily  a 
perfect  child.  I  feel  sure  that  as  a  child  he  made  the  same 
careless  mistakes,  had  the  same  childish  accidents,  the 
same  periods  of  davxireaming,  and  the  same  lapses  of  at¬ 
tention  that  we  so  often  incorrectly  punish  our  children  for. 

But  the  child  of  perfection,  who  as  a  12-year-oid,  being  'church  in  Entebbe  are  praying  for 
absent  three  days  from  his  parents,  was  found  in  the  tern-  him.  They  don’t  understand  what  has 
pie  and  answer^  ...  “Wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my 
Father’s  business?”  (Luke  2:49).  This  same  child  grew  in- 
cmith  ^  perfect  sinless  life  but 

Also  followed  the  Perfect  Will  of  the  Father  —  perfectly. 

He  who  was  without  sin  became  sin  for  us  and  an  example  for  us  to  follow. 

He  was  alwa^  about  his  Father’s  business  because  his  meat  was  “to  do  the 
will  of  him  that  sent  me”  (John  4:34). 

A  child  of  perfection?  Yes,  and  an  example  to  an  imperfect  world.  Let  us 
reflect  upon  our  lives  at  this  special  time  (rf  the  vear  and  consider  our  lives 
alongside  the  perfect  will  that  God  has  for  you  and  me.  We  need  to  draw  closer 
to  him  that  he  may  conform  us  to  that  will. 

Smith  is  pastor,  Mt.  Giiead,  Meridian. 


happened.' 

“This  (incident)  was  a  major 
cultural  faux  pas  where  I  iust  didn’t 
understand  the  proper  behavior,” 
Hesch  said.  “Every  Ugandan  I  talk¬ 
ed  to  —  both  those  that  visited  me  in 
the  jail  and  those  who  came  to  our 
home  later  to  celebrate  my  release  — 
asked  if  I  had  not  been  fri^tened  and 
said  they  would  never,  never  go  onto 
an  army  base  after  dark. 

“I  have  lived  in  Uganda  when  it  has 


been  safe  (since  March  1987),  but 
these  people  remember  what  it  was 
like  in  years  past  bdfore  President 
Museveni  started  restoring  order  to 
the  country.  I  just  assumed  since  the 
gate  was  opened  when  Joshua  iden¬ 
tified  himself  and  I  passed  within  five 
feet  of  the  guards  both  entering  and 
leaving  the  barracks  that  everything 
was  OK.” 

Hesch  clarified  the  details  of  his  ar¬ 
rest.  He  said  he  returned  to  a  hotel  in 
Masaka  Oct.  31,  not  to  his  home  in 
Entebbe,  after  taking  Mwaka  to  the 
army  base.  He  was  at  the  rehabilita¬ 
tion  center  for  the  handicapped  the 
next  morning.  Soldiers  from  the  bar¬ 
racks  arriv^  and  told  him  he  need¬ 
ed  to  come  and  identify  himself. 

Hesch  was  question^  at  the  bar¬ 
racks  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  He  was 
asked  to  drive  with  Mwaka  and  two 
soldiers  to  Kampala  so  he  could  be 
identified  there.  He  arrived  in  Kam¬ 
pala  around  5  pim.  but  was  told  to  wait 
outside  while  Mwaka  was  taken  inside 
Basima  Hot^  the  headquarters  for 
army  intelligence  Two  hours  later 
Hesch  was  told  to  drive  his  vehicle  in¬ 
side  the  gates,  where  he  was  placed 
under  arrest. 

A  Baptist  pastor  who  also  had  rid¬ 
den  to  Kampala  with  Hesch  went  to 
Entebbe  to  tell  Mrs.  Hesch  what  had 
happened.  She  had  been  frantically 
trying  to  locate  her  husband. 

Meanwhile,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Wayne  and  Bertie  Paul  had 
gone  to  the  (Antral  Police  Station  in 
Kampala  and  the  U.S.  Embassy  but 
were  unable  to  find  Hesch  or  anyone 
who  knew  anything  about  him.  After 
the  pastor  who  had  seen  Hesch  taken 
inside  Basima  House  told  Mrs.  Hesch 
where  he  was,  officials  there  also 
denied  knowledge  of  him  —  even 
though  he  had  been  transferred  to  the 
Central  Police  Station  and  locked  up 
at  that  point. 

Embassy  and  mission  officials 
spent  most  of  Nov.  2  fruitlessly  trying 
to  find  Hesch.  At  5  p.m.  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  International  Red  Cross, 
who  had  talked  to  Hesch  that  day  dur¬ 
ing  the  organization’s  weekly  visit  to 
check  on  political  prisoni  ’'s,  called 
Mrs.  Hesch. 


“By  the  time  we  got  to  CPS  (Central 
Police  Station)  it  was  after  visiting 
hours  and  we  were  not  allowed  to  go 
in,”  she  said.  “But  fortunately  we  were 
able  to  look  through  a  basement  win¬ 
dow  and  see  that  he  was  OK  physical¬ 
ly,  and  even  though  we  couldn't  talk, 
we  got  to  wave?lo  each  other  and  he 
was  given  the  water  and  malaria 
medicine  we  had  brought.” 

The  next  five  days  were  an  emo¬ 
tional  roller  coaster  for  the  Hesch 
family  as  officials  repeatedly  said 
Hesch’s  release  was  imminent.  Mrs. 
Hesch  visited  him  three  times  each 
day  and  their  children,  Sara,  8,  and 
Joel,  6,  came  once 

One  prison  officer  finally  asked  who 
Hesch  was  because  of  the  stream  of 
visitors,  who  included  many  Ugandan 
Baptists  as  well  as  missionaries, 
diplomats  and  Red  CYoss  personnel. 
“I  had  seven  to  10  people  to  see  me 
every  visiting  time  and  that  Sunday 
night  there  were  25  people  outside,”  he 
added. 

Hesch  soon  learned  that  many  of 
the  prisoners,  all  non-Ugandans,  had 
been  there  for  six  months  to  a  year. 

“They  told  me  they  had  been  pray¬ 
ing  that  God  would  send  them  a 
preacher  and  that  I  was  the  answer  to 
their  pra}^.  So  I  told  them  they  could 
quit  praying,”  he  said.  He  was  allow- 
^  to  preach  teach  and  lead  services, 
“usually  at  least  two  a  day.” 

“We  talked  about  a  lot  of  things, 
discussed  a  lot  (tf  Scriptures,  but  the 
first  one  we  studied  was  John  8,  which 
says  that  Jesus  will  make  you  free  in- 
de^.  I  tried  to  give  them  a  balance 
between  hope  for  the  future  and  the 
need  for  repentance  from  sin.” 

After  Hesch’s  release  Nov.  7  the 
emotional  ups  and  downs  continued. 

“Everyone  came  by  our  house  to 
praise  the  Lord  I  had  been  released. 
Then  when  one  group  left  we’d  have 
to  go  back  to  packing  since  we  just 
had  a  week  to  leave  the  country.  So  we 
would  go  from  joy  to  sadn^,”  he  said. 

The  Heschs  will  stay  in  Kenya  for 
about  a  month,  regardless  of  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  appeal,  to  rest  after  the 
ordeal  and  participate  in  meetings 
they  were  already  scheduled  to  at¬ 
tend. 
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Thursday,  December  7, 1W8 


regarding  w  inompso* 

\.BC  program  McComb 


Names  in  the  news  Land  urges-protest 


homosexuality  on 


By  Louis  Moore 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  executive  “I  am  aware  that  some  critics  of 

director  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Chris-  homosexuality  evidence  a  hysteria 
tian  Life  Commission  has  called  upon  that  may  be  accurately  called 
Southern  Baptists  to  join  him  in  pro-  homophobia.  But  it  would  be  a  serious 
testing  to  ABC-TV  for  “breaking  one  mistake  on  your  part  to  dismiss  many 
of  the  few  remaining  barriers  to  others  who  compassionately  yet  firm- 
decency  on  prime-time  television.”  ly  regard  homosexuality  to  be  a 
Tuesday,  Nov.  7,  the  ABC  prime-  destructive,  non-biblical  and  tragic 
time  show  “thirtysomething”  por-  lifestyle  choice, 
trayed  two  male  homosexuals  in  bed.  “I  consider  myself  and  most 
CLC  Executive  Director  Richard  D.  Southern  Baptists  to  be  among  those 
Land  wrote  ABC  Chairman  Thomas  with  these  compassionate  but  strong 
Murphy  and  sponsors  of  the  program  convictions. 

to  express  outrage  at  what  he  term-  “Television  should  not  use  its  power 
ed  the  intentional  and  vivid  portrayal  to  model  vividly  for  the  families  and 
of  homosexuality  in  the  show.  children  of  America  this  debased  Thompson 

“Southern  Baptists  have  long  been  lifestyle.  He  attenc 

concerned  about  the  declining  quali-  “Calls  of  opposition  should  be  made  graduated 

ty  of  television  programming,”  he  to  ABC  at  (212)  421-9595  or  (212)  Theolc^ica 
said.  '‘We  have  also  bi^n  alarmed  by  456-7777.”  ed  his  mas( 

the  increasingly  sympathetic  por-  Land  encouraged  Southern  Baptists  was  pastor 
trayal  of  homosexual  behavior  in  to  write  Murphy  at  77  West  66th  St.,  Tfexas,  Mis 
various  forms  of  the  media.  New  York,  NY  10023.  Mississipp 


C.  W.  Thompson  Sr.,  86,  a  resident 
of  McComb,  died,  Nov.  27,  in 
Southwestern  Extended  Care  Center, 

a  McComb. 

Funeral  services 
were  held  Nov.  28 
at  11  a.m.  in  Hart¬ 
man  Funeral  Home 
Chapel,  McComb, 


The  congregation  of  Concord  Church,  Tippah  Association,  recently  presented 
the  Gerald  Mauney  Memorial  Scholarship  to  Doug  Phillips,  pastor  of  Canaan  Church, 
and  a  junior  at  Blue  Mountain  College.  Pictured  (left  to  right)  are  Bill  McCreary, 
director  of  missions  for  the  Tippah-Benton  Association;  James  Travis,  chairman  of 
the  division  of  Biblical  studies  at  Blue  Mountain  College;  Bill  Dowdy,  pastor  of  Con¬ 
cord  Church;  Doug  Phillips;  and  Harold  Fisher,  president  of  Blue  Mountain  College. 


duct  Bible  studies  and  revival  ser- 
LrltJ  Y  CC  d  U  LlLPirO  vices.  On  the  50th  anniversary  of  his 

ministry  in  Au^t  1973,  his  home 
church,  Mouht  Zioh  Baptist  Church  of 
Mount  Olive,  honturda  him  with  a 
“(Charlie  Thompsmi  Day.” 

„  -  Thompson  was  preceded  in  death 

ference  Centers  for  the  1990  summer  Summer  Employment,  Glcnneta  Bap-  lug  wife,  Georgie  Turner  and  four 
staffs.  tist  Conference  Center,  P.  O.  Box  8,  brothers. 

Glorieta  applicants  must  be  age  17  Glorieta,  N.M.  87535-0006  or  calling  He  is  survived  one  son,  Charlie 
or  older  and  be  available  to  work  from  (505)  757-6161.  Thompson  Jr.,  Florence,  Ala.;  two 

iician,sayshecameto  May  27  through  Aug.  18,  although  Information  may  be  obtained  from  gra^childreii;  a^  two  sisters’, 
mg  devastated  ^  the  thoM  who  can  work  until  Aug.  Zlwill  Kdgecrest  by  writing  to  Summer 

mt,  Ridgecrest  Baptist 
Conference  Center,  P.  0.  Box  128,  ■ 


^  Kearney  Hall,  left,  and  James  Sorrels, 

dght,  were  recently  ordained  as  deacons  NASHVILLE  —  Applications  are 
-  at  First  Church.  Flowood,  G.  R.  Ricky  being  accepted  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.) 

.1  Gray,  pastor. 

T  LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  (EP)  - 

I  Mark  Earner,  the  former  lead  singer 

V..  Grand  Funk  Railroad  who  is  now 

^  Christian  mus 

Christ  after  bel  _  , 

First  Church,  Shannon,  recently  departure  of  his  second  wife,  Lesia.  be  given  first  preference  Some  ap-  Em] 

licensed  Lee  Gardner,  (left)  to  the  gospel  “After  a  few  tries  at  different  chur-  plicants  will  be  hired  to  work  from 

ministry,  (^rdner  is  interim  pastor  of  ches,  I  found  the  one  that  God  had  set  June  8  through  Sept.  4.  Ridgecrest,  N.C.  28770  or  by  calling 

Jones  Chapel,  Nettleton,  Tommy  Whaley  up  for  my  born  again  experience,”  he  Applicants  for  the  Ridgecrest  staff  (704)  669-8022. 

(right)  is  pastor.  writes  in  his  personal  testimony.  ‘The  must  also  be  age  17  or  older  and  be 

pastor  had  never  laid  ey^  on  me  available  to  work  from  May  27 

Charles  Boland  was  recently  licens-  befwe  but  his  sermon  was  directed  at  through  Sept.  3.  Stmie  staff  posonnel 

ed  to  the  gospel  ministi^  ^  Terry  me  and  his  gun  was  fully  loaded  with  will  be  chosen  to  work  for  a  shorter 

Ropd  Church,  Jackson,  where  he  is  live  rounds.  He  fired  no  blanks  that  term  or  selected  to  arrive  at  a  later 

working  at  tte  present  time.  He  is  day  and  the  pride  in  my  heart  fell  date  than  May  27. 

available  for  pulpit  supply  or  dead  to  the  ground.”  Amazingly,  his  Available  positions  -at  both  con- 
pashnate,  and  can  be  reach^  at  wife  accept^  (Thrist  that  same  mor-  ference  centers  include  food  services, 

939-0741.  His  lather,  C.  L.  Boland,  was  ning,  in  a  church  50  miles  away.  The  day  camp,  preschool,  recreation, 

pastor  of  churches  in  Rankin  County,  reunited  couple  now  worships  housekeeping,  registration,  business  NEW  ORL£ANS  —  The  schedule  of 

Henry  J.  Bennett  is  pastor.  togetho-  in  Harbor  Springs,  Michigan,  offices,  conference  support,  and  sound  classes  has  been  announced  fw  Ihrm 

III  of  the  1989-90  acadonic  year  at  the 
Clinton  and  Newton,  Miss.,  extension 
centers  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

All  courses  accredited  for  the 
master  of  divinity  and  master  of  arts 
in  Christian  editcation  degree  pro¬ 
grams  are  held  at  Mississippi  Colkge, 
Clinton.  Courses  for  the  associate- of 
divinity  degree  program  are  held  at 
Clarke  College  in  Newton. 

Registration  for  master’s  level 
courses  will  be  at  1  p.m.  Monday,  Jan. 
22,  at  Mississiroi  CoUege  Classes  wiU 
meet  on  Mondays,  Jan.  22  through 
March  12. 

Master’s  level  courses  offered  dur¬ 
ing  'Ibrm  III  will  be  “The  Christian 
Doctrine  of  Revelation-”  (1-5  p.m.), 
and  “Theology  oi  the  New  Testament” 
(6-10  p.m.). 

Re^tration  for  the  associate’s  level 
course,  “Introduction  to  Old  Ibsta- 
ment”  (6:30-10 p.m.  Mondays),  wiU  be 
at  6  p.m.  Monday,  Jan.  22. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Registry  Office,  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Th^Iogical  Seminary,  3939  Gentilly 
Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  Ia.,  70126,  or  call 
(504)  282-4455. 


TOLL  FREE  (800)  366-1716 

(S>verboltzer 


Extension  center 
schedule  for 
Term  III 


1  Nan  Mn.  Min>rr<8S6-Z5Z4 

226  HidnMV  $1  MS 

2  iiilc*  NorA  ol  Coaniy  Line  Rod 


Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison,  has 
calledPhil  S.  Walker  as  pastor,  effec¬ 
tive  Dec.  1. 

Walker  was  bom 
in  Memphis,  Ibnn. 
^^0He  attended  high 
V  school  in  Indepen- 
y  dence  and  receiv- 
♦'P  ed  degrees  from 
^  Mississippi  Col- 

wa  lege  and  New 
ur-»  Orleans  Seminary 
_  and  his  doctorate 
^^^from  Columbia 
Pacific  University. 
W-lk"  He  has  held 
pastoral  positions  in  Smithdale, 
Leakesville,  and  Summit. 

New  Hope 
Church,  Mt.  Olive, 
has  called  F. 
Malcolm  Byrd  of 
1^101  Jackson,  as  pastor, 

effective  July  1.  He 
is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  Col- 
lege  and  is  a  stu- 
dent  at  New  Or- 
dy-,1  leans  Seminary. 


Freddie  Odom,  a  Mississippi  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Brookhaven,  has 
associate  pastor  and  pastor  for  tte  called  Stacey  Smith  of  Brookhaven,  as 
past  11  years,  resigned  the  pastorate  minister  of  music,  effective  Nov.  5.  He 

•  of  Beacon  Church,  received  his  education  at  the  Univer- 
Hattiesburg,  on  sity  of  Southern  Mississippi.  His 

Aug.  27,  to  enter  previous  place  of  service  was  Mt. 

evangelism.  He  is  Moriah  Church, 
available  for  reviv¬ 
als,  January  Bible  Don  Riley  resigned  Horseshoe 
stupes,  pulpit  sup-  Church  in  Holmes  Association,  effec- 
ply,  or  interim  sup-  live  Nov.  19,  after  serving  four  years 
ply.  fiontact  him  at  and  eight  months.  He  is  available  for 
805  Maxwell  Drive,  supply  or  pastorate.  His  mailing  ad- 
Hattiesburg,  MS  dress  is  Rt.  3,  Box  70,  Columbia,  MS 
39401,  or  call  39429  and  telephone  number  is 
Odom  545-7052  (home)  or  736-6983. 

288-4123  Forrest  General  Hospital, 

Hattiesburg).  Calhoun  Church  of  Covington 

Association  called  Wilson  H.  Fresher 
Georgetown  Church  has  called  as  pastor,  effective  Nov.  19.  Fresher 
Stacy  Andrews  as  music  and  youth  '^'as  bora  in  Waverly,  N.Y.  He  is  a 
director.  graduate  of  Baptist  Bible  Institute, 

Graceville,  Fla.  and  William  Carey 
College,  class  of  1970.  Former 
pastorate  includes  Pearl  River 
Association. 

Big  Springs  '  Church,  Lincoln 
Association,  has  called  Gaston  Jones 
as  pastor. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle 

van  TVIMKIC  steeples,  lighting. 
Church  folding  doors. 

_  ,  ,  ,  _  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

W»  remodel  A  paint 


Ask  about  Ommmgy 
sawbigs  otgss  SAptmicos, 
fof  now  sod  kw  yssts 
to  com. 


You  can  straighten  a  worm,  but  the 
crook  is  in  him  and  only  waiting.  — 
Mark  Twain 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 

Om  givm  you  more  lor  your  money 


Ith  sweet  to  be  remembered,  but  it’s 
often  cheaper  to  be  forgotten.  —  Kin  Mission  Hill  (Lincoln)  has  called 
Hubbard  Thrry  Moore  as  pastor. 


Just  for  the  Record 


The  only  two  living  former  pastors  of  First  Church,  Coffeeville,  pictured  with 
their  wives,  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  P.  Fancher  of  Monticello,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnie 
L.  Stewart  of  Holly  Springs.  Also,  pictured,  are  Rick  Sellers,  minister  of  music,  youth, 
and  activities,  who  has  resigned  First  Church,  Coffeeville,  to  attend  Southwestern 
Seminary;  and  Truman  D.  Scartxjrough,,  pastor,  and  therir  wives. 

,,  For  homecoming  activities,  Nov.  5,  Stewart  led  the  invocation  and  Fanchpr  was 
the  preacher. 


I 


Pineview  Church,  Hattiesburg,  held  a  special  mission  Pictured  are,  younger  GAs,  Erica  Smith,  Jennifer  Lawler, 
recognition  service  on  Sunday,  Oct.  1.  Acteens,  GAs,  and  one  -  Laura  Williamson,  and  Jessica  Clemts;  older  GAs,  Karen  Ryals, 
RA  received  special  recognition  for  their  age  level  Lorraine  Dubuisson,  Mandy  Bond,  and  Kholeen  Clemts;  Ac- 

achievements.  The  theme  was  “Climb  Every  Mountain.”  teens,  Jacqueline  Fontenrt,  Briget  Clemts,  Kim  Ryals,  Rebekah 

Leaders  t^re  Fred  Dubuisson  and  David  Shurden,  RAs;  Wan-  Shurden,  Tonya  Williamson,  Shonda  Williamson,  Tabitha 
da  Dulbuisson,  Becky  Clemts,  Acteens,  and  Marilyn  Poles,  Clemts,  Karen  Collins,  and  Sabrina  Morgan. 

GAs. 

Ora  Church,  Collins,  dedicated  its 
steeple  during  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vices  on  Nov.  19.  The  steeple  was  pur¬ 
chased  with  funds  raised  by  the  WMU 
which  took  five  years.  The  dedication 
prayer  was  by  Paul  Mooney,  chair¬ 
man  of  deacons,  and  Mrs.  Shirley 
Mooney,  WMU  director,  read  scrip¬ 
ture.  W.  Joseph  Abel  is  pastor. 


TTie  youth  of  Covenant  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Jackson  are  holding  a  live 
nativity  drama  on  Dec.  20-22  at  7  and 
8:30  p.m.  Admission  is  free. 


^  I  ^  Library  memorial 

RAs  of  Georgetown  Church,  Georgetown,  held  a  recognition  service.  Nov.  12.  established 


Steve  Howell  was  recently  ordain¬ 
ed  to  the  gospel  ministry  by  Carriage 
Hills  Church,  Southaven.  He  has  been 
called  as  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Church  in 
Northwest  Association.  Pictured  (left 
to  right)  are  Charles  Bagwell,  pastor; 
Howell;  and  Dennis  Howell,  secretary 
of  deacons  at  Carriage  Hills  Cliurch, 
and  father  of  Steve  Howell. 


The  theme  was  "New  Beginnings  .  .  .  Marching  Forward.” 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  first  row  are  Jason  Dickerson,  Daniel  Rials.  Joey  Beck,  Brad 


at  Clarke 


Allen,  and  James  Teasley;  second  row,  Barry  Beasley.  Wesley  Perrett.  Alan  Mitchell, 
Jeffrie  Neal,  and  Riley  Strickland;  third  row,  Claud  Perrett,  director,  and  Robert  Lowery, 
assistant. 


Clarke  College  Library  recently 
purchased  a  Microfiche  reader/ 
printer.  The  Microfiche  will  enable  the 
librarian  to  purchase  current  journals 
on  microfiche  instead  of  purchasing 
the  printed  journal.  This  will  save  the 
library  both  in  cost  of  expenditures 
and  in  shelving  space. 

The  Microfiche  purchase  has  been 
made  possible  by  donations  received 
as  memorials  to  Mrs.  Rosalind  Street 
Allen,  former  Clarke  employee  and 
Newton  resident. 

During  her  years  at  Clarke  College. 
Rosalind  Street  Allen  served  as 
secretary  to  the  president,  at  that 
time,  W.  L.  Compere.  She  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  James  H.  Street,  were  active 
members  of  First  Church.  Newton, 


Immanuel  Church  in  Natchez  recently  honored  three  of  its  members  for  117  years  atid  of  various  community  organi- 
combined  time  in  Sunday  School  teaching  -■  •  zations. 


Receiving  Worker's  Appreciation  Certificates,  from  left  are.  Mrs.  Lilly  Yelverton  (37 


years;;  Mt  and  Mrs.  {‘  Nanny”)  Ed  Carter  (40  years  each),  and  Wall.i-  Wesley.  Sun-  “The  bee  can  never  be  an  eagle,  but 
day  Scnool  director,  who  presented  the  cerlificales  W.  H.  “DeG  "  Di.’Bold  is  pastor,  it  can  make  honey." 


Letters  to 
the  editor 
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Let  the  world’s  largest  builder  of 

CHURCH  ORGANS  ||^^| 

work  for  you 

^llrn  op^- 

Beautiful  pipe  organ  sound  without 
the  expensive  cost  of  pipes  From 
the  smallest  to  the  largest  church 
installation. 

Call  1-800-227-5486 

Roseberry  Piano  House,  Inc. 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


Glad  to  do  that.  Our  apologies.  — 
Editor 


WADECO  STUDIOS 


Christian  singles 


Editor : 

In  reading  my  article  in  your  paper 
last^week,  Nov.  16,  I  realize  the  last 
sentence  was  ill  stated.  I  need  to  make 
it  clear  that  the  singles  Christian 
organization  is  just  that  —  Christian 
singles.  Please  help  me  to  clarify  this. 

The  statement  should  read  as 
follows : 

Christian  singles  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions  living  in  Pwrl  River  County  will 
be  welcome  to  attend  the  second  mon¬ 
thly  meeting  of  the  Pearl  River  Coun¬ 
ty  (Christian  Singles  on  Dec.  9  at  7  p.m. 
It  will  be  held  at  Sue’s  Round  Tbble  on 
Osbume  Road  off  Martin  Luther  King 
Boulevard  from  Kinsley  Road  in 
Picayune. 

Ella  Mae  Downes 
Picayune 


Thompson  not  Thomas 


Editor; 

I  sent  you  an  article  about  the 
honoring  of  Mr.  Cecil  Pointer  from 
Athens  Baptist  CJhurch,  Aberdeen, 
upon  his  resignation  as  chairman  of 
deacons.  The  article  was  correct  ex¬ 
cept  the  name  of  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  He  is  Julian  Thompson.  Not 
Julian  Thomas  as  printed.  Will  you 
please  correct  the  error. 

Julian  C.  Thompson 
Hamilton 


Middle  age  is  when  your  clothes  no 
longer  fit  and  it’s  you  who  need  the 
alterations.  —  Earl  Wilson 


If  nobody  knows  the  trouble  you’ve 
seen,  you  don’t  live  in  a  small  town  — 
Joyce  Stahl  in  “Line  o’  type.”  Chicago 
Tribune 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES  » 

A.STEEPLES-CROSSES  fB 
r  water  HEATERS  1 

PE¥VS-PUtPlT  FURNITURE  M 
■'  CARP€T-4.lOHTlNG  FIXTURES  ^ 

irrm  cuurr  njumfutiiiiig  a. 

Box  Sli  /  Oiang*,  Texas  77SM 


P.O  Box  773 
Blakely,  Georgia  31723 


STALNED  CLASS  ■  PAl.NTING  -  BENOVATIO.N 
WATERPHOOFINC  ■  STEEPLE  WORK 

<912)7234235 


HEADQUARTERS 

FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  &  Church  Fimiture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom.  Library.  Sunday 
School.  Auditorium.  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

.  KVKRYTHIMi  FOR 

THK  St  H<K)1. 

A\I)(HIR«H 


MISSISSIPPI 
School  Supply  Co. 


JACKSON  MISSISSIPPI 


PROBLEM 

PREGNANCY? 

Maternity  Home, 
Counseling, 

I 

Adoption  optional. 


Contact  Sellers  Baptist  Home 

antd  A(joption  Center. 

Residents  From  All  States  Accepted. 

2010  Peniston  St.,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70115 

1-800-552-9243  (ton  free)  (504)  895-2088 

lAn  Agency  o<  the  SBC  riomc  M  . 


Confused  About  LHe  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  65,  non-smoker 
$100,000 

For  only  $55.62  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  ET  Mon.-Fri. 
Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 

ALWAYS  compare  before  you  buy 


CHURCH  PEWS,  INC. 
makers  of 
Fine  Quality,  Solid 
Wood  Furniture 

In  AL  -  1-800  626-9376 
Out  of-state  -  1-800-522-5014 


A  case  study  in  dealing  with  prejudice 


By  Randall  L.  Von  Kanel 
Acts  11:2-9,  15-18 

Nothing  is  more  damaging  to  the  cause  of 
world  missions  than  prejudice.  Prejudice  pre¬ 
judges  people  to  be  less  than  worthy  to  receive 
a  gospel  that  is  intended  for 
the  whole  world.  Prejudice 
blinds  the  missionary  to  the 
needy  neighbor.  While  our 
world  consists  of  people  of 
all  differnt  races,  cul¬ 
tures,  classes,  and  na¬ 
tionalities,  we  must  not  be 
limited  in  our  witness  to  any 
select  group.  In  the  old 
“Beginner  Department”  of 
,  Sunday  School,  I  was  taught 
Von  Kanel  ^  missions  truth 

that  “Red  and  yellow,  black  and  white,  they  are 
precious  in  his  sight.  Jesus  loves  the  little 
children  of  the  world.”  God  calls  us  to  love  them 
whom  he  loves. 

The  central  Bible  truth  for  this  lesson  is  that 
“accomplishing  our  missions  task  requires  that 
we  deal  with  our  prejudices.”  From  Peter’s  en- 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

counter  with  Cornelius  and  the  ensuing  ciMifron- 
tation  with  the  Jerusalem  Judalzers,  we  are 
presented  with  a  case  study  in  dealing  with  the 
problem  of  prejudice.  Obedience  to  the  call  of 
God  to  missions  will  remove  any  prejudicial 
barrier  erected  by  man. 

A.  The  problem  of  prejudice 
Our  passage  begins  with  the  startling  news 
being  received  by  “the  apostles  and  brethren” 
that  Gentiles  had  been  converted  (Acts  11:1-3). 
Word  had  reached  the  Jerusalem  church  about 
the  Gentile  conversions  even  before  Peter  had 
arrived  to  give  his  report  (v.  2).  The  phrase, 
“they  that  were  of  the  circumcision,”  refers  to 
Jewish  Christians  who  maintained  that  one 
must  become  a  Jew  first  in  order  to  becomeia 
Christian.  They  believed  that  in  order  to 
become  Jew  one  must  be  circumcised.  Rather 
than  rejoicing  over  the  salvation  of  the  Gentiles, 
these  “Judaizers”  maligned  Peter  for  his  im¬ 
propriety  in  going  into  a  Gentile  home.  Their 
prejudice  against  the  Gentiles  would  have  kept 


them  from  any  intimate  relations  that  might 
lead  to  a  witness.  We  are  reminded  that  pre¬ 
judice  cannot  be  tolerated  if  we  are  to  take  the 
gospel  to  everyone.  We  are  also  reminded  that 
“contention”  ccrnie  from  those  who  have  not 
ceased  from  their  prejudicial  attitudes. 

B.  The  perspective  of  God 

In  Acts  11:4-9,  the  vision  of  the  “great  sheet” 
and  its  lesson  for  Peter  are  replay^  before  the 
Jerusalem  leaders.  The  notation,  “by  order”  (v. 
4),  indicated  Peter’s  careful  attention  to  exactly 
what  happened.  He  related  that,  while  he  was 
praying,  he  saw  a  sheet  descending  from 
heaven  which  contained  every  kind  of  living 
creature,  both  clean  and  unclean  in  regards  to 
Jewish  law.  In  verses  7-9,  God  clearly  called 
Peter  to  accept  all  of  the  animals  as  clean.  His 
command,  “Arise,  Peter;  slay  and  eat,”  caus¬ 
ed  Peter  to  recoil.  God  rebuked  Peter’s  pre¬ 
judicial  distaste.  The  lesson  from  the  Lord  was 
that  neither  should  Peter  refrain  from  going  in¬ 
to  the  “common”  house  of  Cornelius.  With  a  call 
from  God  to  go,  even  to  go  into  all  the  world, 
we  must  not  hide  behind  any  prejudice. 

C.  The  proof  of  salvation 


The  proof  that  prejudice  is  wrong  is  found  in 
the  ability  of  God  to  save  all  who  come  to  him 
in  faith.  When  we  “pre-judge”  persons  as  un¬ 
worthy  or  unacceptable  for  Uie  receiving  of  the 
good  news  of  Christ,  we  have  in  essence  denied 
God’s  love  and  power  for  their  salvation.  Peter’s 
thorough  defense  of  his  Gentile  mission  to  Cor¬ 
nelius’  household  was  consummated  with  the 
forcible  testimony  of  their  having  been  saved 
( w.  15-18) .  The  witness  ot  the  coming  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  was  “enough  said”  to  convince  the 
Jewish  Christians  that  God  indeed  had  sent 
Jesus  for  all  the  world. 

Salvation  is  the  gift  of  God  to  those  “who 
believed  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ”  ( v.  17) .  Apart 
from  any  works  of  the  law,  persons  may  receive 
God’s  gift  of  eternal  life.  Peter  concluded, 
“What  was  I,  that  I  could  withstand  God?”  With 
such  a  vision  ( vv.  4-9)  and  with  such  a  display 
of  power  (vv.  15-16),  Peter  affirmed  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  God  to  be  a  God  for  all  peoples. 

Yes,  “Jesus  loves  the  little  children  ...  all  the 
children  of  the  world!”  Help  us.  Lord,  to  love 
those  you  love  by  telling  them  of  your  love. 

Von  Kanel  is  pastor.  First,  Hattiesburg. 


Paul  issues  an  urgent  call  to  freedom 


By  R.  Raymond  Lloyd 
Galatians  4:12-5:1 

Paul’s  appeal  to  the  Galatians  to  reject  the 
errors  of  Judaism  and  receive  the  principle  of 
faith  as  the  sole  means  of  salvation  had,  to  this 
•  point,  been  argumentative. 
Now  the  appeal  becomes  af¬ 
fectionate.  He  makes  an  in¬ 
tensely  passionate  personal 
plea  for  their  loyalty  and 
fellowship. 

The  appeal  —  12a.  “I  do 
beg  you  to  put  yourself  in  my 
place,  my  brothers,  as  I  have 
put  myself  in  yours” 
(Phillips).  He  is  reminding 
Lloyd  Galatians  that  having 

once  been  zealous  for  the 
law,  when  he  became  a  Christian,  he  voluntarily 
gave  up  all  the  scrupulous  traditions  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up.  As  far  as  the  law  was 
concerned,  he  became  what  they  were,  a  Gen¬ 
tile.  Now  they  were  being  tempted  to  embrace 
the  legalism  he  had  denounced,  Paul  gently  ap- 
pieajs  to  them  to  maintain  the  same  fr^om 
from  the  law  that  he  knew. 

The  affection  —  l2l>-20.  We  can  only  speculate 
on  some  details  here  However,  it  is  obvious'That 
the  Galatians  were  very  gracious  to  Paul 
(12b-16).  Vaughn  captures  the  truth  in  this 
paraphrase:  “My  past  experience  with  you  en- 
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courages  me  to  appeal  to  you  in  this  manner, 
for  I  have  never  received  anything  but  kindness 
from  you.”  The  background  for  this  kindness  is 
stated  in  verses  13-14.  When  he  first  preached 
the  gospel  among  them,  he  had  an  infirmity  of 
the  flesh.  Eye  trouble,  epilepsy,  malaria  are  the 
most  frequent  suggestions  regarding  this 
“thorn  in  the  flesh.”  It  must  have  been 
repulsive,  for  the  last  phrase  of  verse  14  literally 
means  “you  did  not  spit  on  me,”  and  apparent¬ 
ly  he  feared  rejection.  Instead  they  welcomed 
him  as  if  he  were  “an  angel  of  Ghxl,  even  as 
Christ  Jesus.”  What  a  tribute  to  their  warm 
spirit! 

Something  had  happened  to  change  their  at¬ 
titude  toward  him  and  his  message  (vs.  16). 
Now  they  look  on  him  as  an  “enemy,”  simply 
because  he  was  honest  with  them.  This  is  a 
possible  reference  to  the  truth  of  the  gospel 
which  he  had  shared  earlier  in  the  letter,  a 
former  unknown  letter,  or  orally.  He  further 
speaks  the  truth  in  vs.  17  when  he  identifies  the 
Judaizers  as  the  source  of  the  trouble  by  simply 
trying  to  win  the  Galatians  to  their  side  and 
drive  a  wedge  between  these  Galatians  and 
himself. 

His  affection  for  them  climaxes  in  verse  19. 


No  longer  is  it  “0  foolish  Galatians  (3:1),  but 
now  “my  little  children”  (only  time  used  by 
Paul).  “’Travail”  points  up  the  painful  anxiety 
he  was  experiencing  for  those  who  are  on  the 
verge  of  putting  thwnselves  under  the  yoke  of 
legalism.  He  labored  and  anguished  over  them 
to  bring  them  to  Christ.  Now  he  is  going  through 
these  birth  pangs  again  “until  you  have  become 
Christians  in  whom  Christ  alone  lives”  (Weiss 
paraphrase).  Do  we  have  this  kind  of  warm¬ 
hearted  compassion  for  those  who  rebel  against 
the  gospel  of  Christ? 

The  allegory  —  4 : 21-5 : 1.  Paul  now  returns  to 
his  argumentative  approach  by  referring  to  the 
sons  of  Abraham,  Ishmael  and  Isaa'c.  He  sum¬ 
marizes  the  story  (vss.  23-24,  Cf.  Genesis 
16:1-18:15;  21:1-21),  which  he  then  uses  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  difference  between  the  law  and 
Gospel.  Not  in  any  way  denying  the  historical 
authenticity  of  th^  events,  he  follows  a  typical 
rabbinic  method  of  exegesis  and  allegorizes 
(deeper  spiritual  meaning,  not  obvious  at  first) 
the  story.  Specifically  here,  the  story  emb^es 
principles  which  illustrate  the  bondage  of  those 
under  the  law  and  the  freedom  of  the  people  of 
faith. 

Hagar,  the  slave  woman,  mother  of  Ishmael, 
represents  the  covenant  made  at  Sinai.  She  was 
a  slave  and  her  offspring  were  born  into  slavery. 
'The  covenant  whose  basis  was  the  law  was  the 
religious  system  operative  in  Jerusalem  — 


Judaism  (vs.  24-25).  Paul  is  basically  saying 
that  the  unconverted  Jew  was  a  descendant  of 
Ishmael.  Over  against  this,  Sarah  (not  mention¬ 
ed  by  name  in  the  text)  stands  for  the  new  cove¬ 
nant  in  Christ  Jesus,  not  of  law,  but  of  grace. 
Isaac  was  born  of  the  promise  of  God.  ^  also 
are  all  her  descendants. 

“Jerualem  which  is  above  is  free,”  not  under 
the  law  like  the  earthly  Jerusalem.  This 
heavenly  Jerusalem  is  the  eternal  home  of 
believers  and  the  “mother  of  us  all.”  It  is  from 
this  source,  not  the  law,  that  Paul  and  the  Gala¬ 
tian  Christians  derive  their  life.  “Just  as  the 
earthly  Jerusalem  was  the  metropolis 
(“mother-city”)  of  Judaism,  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem  was  the  metropolis  (“mother-city”) 
of  Christianity”  (Vaughn  —  vs.  26-27). 

Paul  pursues  the  allegory  to  its  conclusion. 
As  Ishmael  persecuted  Isaac,  so  also  the 
descendants  of  Ishmael  (the  Jews)  persecuted 
the  true  descendants  of  Isaac  (the  Christians). 
However,  in  the  end,  as  Ishmael  is  cast  out,  so 
also  will  be  the  legalists,  and  they  have  no  in¬ 
heritance  in  the  grace  of  God  (vs.  30).  On  the 
other  hand  “we”  (Paul,  Galatian  believers,  and 
all  Christians)  belong  to  a  family  whose  rela¬ 
tion  to  God  is  that  of  sons  and  heirs.  Christians 
are  born  to  be  free!  (vs.  31).  “Christ  set  us  free, 
to  be  free  men.  Stand  firm,  then,  and  refuse  to 
be  tied  to  the  yoke  of  slavery  again”  (5:1  NEB). 

Lloyd  is  pastor.  First,  Starkville. 


Life  can  begin  anew,”  Jesus  tells  Nicodemus 


By  Billy  R.  Williams 
John  3:1-17 

In  the  encounter  of  Nicodemus  with  Jesus  the 
need  of,  and  possibility  for,  all  people  to  ex¬ 
perience  a  divine  life  change  is  set  forth. 

First,  notice  the  Honest 
Inquirer  (vs.  1-2). 
Nicodemus  came  to  Jesus 
honestly  seeking  answers, 
not  to  trick  him.  This  open¬ 
ness  must  be  present  in  a 
person’s  heart  before  the 
new  birth  can  occur.  That 
Nicodemus  came  to  Jesus 
was  surprising  in  that  he 
was  a  Pharisee  and  a 
member  of  the  Sanhedrin  ( a 
Williams  ruler  of  the  Jews,  vs.  1).  The 
Pharisees  (the  Separated  Ones)  were  those 
Jews  who  had  dedicated  themselves  to  obser¬ 
ving  every  detail  of  the  scribal  law.  'The 
Sanhedrin,  composed  of  70  members,  was  the 
supreme  court  of  the  Jews,  having  religious 
jurisdiction  over  their  lives.  Whether 
Nicodemus  came  at  night  out  of  fear  or  from 
a  desire  to  have  more  time  with  Jesus,  he 
recc^zed  Jesus  as  a  teacher  (Rabbi)  in  whose 
ministry  was  a  power  beyond  were  human  abili¬ 
ty  (vs.  2). 
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Secondly,  notice  an  Absolute  Necessity  (vss. 
3-6).  Jesus  used  this  opportunity  to  teach 
Nicodemus  concerning  the  necessity  of  the  new 
birth.  By  the  phrase  “bom  again”  Jesus  meant 
that  a  person  must  undergo  a  radical  change 
which  is  brought  about  not  by  human  achieve¬ 
ment  but  through  the  grace  and  power  of  God 
(vs.  3). 

Nicodemus  lacked  spiritual  perception  in 
spite  of  all  of  his  theological  training.  His  ques¬ 
tion  (vs.  4)  seemed  to  indicate  that  he  thought 
Jesus  spoke  of  a  natural  birth.  Perhaps 
Nicodemus  did  understand  and  replied  in  a 
figurative  manner  meaning  that  when  a  man 
is  grown  and  set  in  his  ways  he  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  change  his  nature  and  start  all  over 
again.  Jesus’  reply  to  Nicodemus  has  raised 
much  debate  about  the  meaning  of  the  word 
“water”  (vs.  5).  Some  commentators  feel  that 
“water”  is  a  reference  to  the  natural  birth. 
Others  believe  that  “water”  refers  to  the  clean¬ 
sing  work  of  the  word  of  God.  Other  commen¬ 
tators  believe  that  “water”  is  a  reference  to  bap¬ 
tism.  If  this  is  the  case,  it  speaks  only  of  the 
cleansing  symbolized  by  baptism  and  not  to 


baptism  as  an  agent  of  salvation.  In  essence, 
what  Jesus  was  saying  to  Nicodemus  was  that 
it  was  not  a  matter  of  man  changing  himself 
but  rather  submitting  to  the  cleansing  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Jesus  further  stated  that  just 
as  it  is  necessary  for  a  person  to  be  bom 
naturally  to  enter  this  world,  so  therefore  it  is 
necessary  to  be  born  spiritually  to  enter  the 
heavenly  kingdom  (vs.  6).  For  this  reason, 
Nicodemus  should  not  be  surprised  by  the  call 
for  the  new  birth  (vss.  7). 

Notice  thirdly,  the  Divine  Mystery  (vs.  8-13). 
Jesus  pointed  out  that  there  was  mystery  in  the 
new  birth,  but  this  is  also  true  of  the  natural 
phenomenon  of  the  wind.  The  wind  is  not  easi¬ 
ly  understood  and  yet  people  do  not  doubt  it,  for 
they  can  see  its  effects.  'This  is  equally  true  of 
the  new  birth  (vs.  8).  ’The  question  Nicodemus 
posed  in  verse  9  indicated  that  he  still  struggl¬ 
ed  with  the  idea  that  he  could  or  should  change. 
Jesus  maintained  that  his  study  of  the  scrip¬ 
ture  should  have  led  him  to  understand  that  God 
alone  can  give  a  man  a  new  heart  (vs.  10).  Jesus 
furthermore  emi^sized  that  the  gospel  was  no 
hearsay  message  but  one  based  on  personal  ex¬ 
perience  and  testimony  (vs.  11).  Jesus  remind¬ 
ed  Nicodemus  that  there  are  many  natural 
phenomena  which  a  person  might  not  under¬ 
stand  but  accepts  by  faith.  If  a  man  will  not  ac¬ 


cept  these  natural  phenomena  by  faith,  how  will 
he  be  able  to  believe  in  spiritual  truths  (vs.  12)? 
Jesus  asserted  that  no  mere  man  has  ascend¬ 
ed  to  heaven  to  reveal  these  truths  but  rather 
one  has  come  from  God  to  disclose  them,  the 
Son  of  Man  (Jesus’  favorite  designation  for 
himself)  (vs.  13). 

Notice  lastly  the  Ultimate  Gift  (vs.  14-17).  In 
verses  14-15,  Jesus  answered  John’s  question  as 
to  how  a  man  can  be  completely  changed.  The 
sacrificial  death  of  Jesus  is  the  basis  by  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  enabled  to  do  his  recreating 
work.  Jesus  used  the  Old  Ttestament  story  of  the 
fiery  serpents  ( Numbers  21 : 49)  to  illustrate  this 
spiritual  truth.  As  the  serpent  of  brass  was  Itiis- 
ed  up  for  all  to  behold  and  be  healed,  so 
will  raise  up  Christ  on  the  cross  for  all  to  behold 
and  believing,  be  saved  (vs.  13).  Jesus  then 
spoke  that  beloved  verse  which  sets  forth  the 
basis  of  the  Gospel  of  Salvation  —  the  all  en¬ 
compassing  love  of  God  (vs.  16).  God  in  his  love 
gave  the  greatest  of  sacrifices  —  his  beloved 
Son.  Those  willing  to  place  their  trust  in  Jesus 
will  be  delivered  from  the  destructive  power  of 
sin  into  everlasting  life.  It  was  for  this  purpose 
that  Jesus  came  —  not  to  judge  or  to  condemn 
—  but  to  bring  life  (vs.  17). 

William  is  pastor.  First,  Gautier. 
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Mrs.  Luther  D.  Moore  Jr. 

.Annie  Mae  Sullivan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  L.Marshall 
Mr.  W.  R.  Terry 
Mr  k  Mrs.  A.  W.  Lang  Jr 
.Mr.Ken  Thalacker 
Ms.  Claudine  Davis 
Ms.  Sue  Reynolds 
.Mr.  Grady  Thigpen,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Thigpen  Jr 
Mr.  Norris  Thompson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Wilbur  F.  Parsons 
Mr.  Warren  Tillson 
Mrs.  Allen  W.  Glisson  Sr 
Paul  k  Frances  Tbwies 
Mrs.  Howard  Poe 
Mrs.Vergie  lAicker 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ben  W.  Powell 
Mrs.  Victor  Ubach 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Daniel  B. 

Mulholland 
Mr.  Otis  Vance 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jim  Boland 
Mrs.  Norene  West 
Rev.  k  Mrs.  John  A.  Wade 
Calhoun  County  Baptist 
Association  Pastors 
Conference 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  T.  J.  Helms 
Mrs.  Margaret  Vaace 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  R  Senter 
Mr.  Don  Vamnm 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  James  Reynolds 
Cecil  Vaughn 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  V.  Futch 
Mr.  Hugh  Vickery 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  W.  Bert  ’Ttiampson 
Mrs.  Damtby  Wade 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  L.  (;addis 
Mrs.  Elixabeih  G.  Wafccr 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jerry  W. 

(Carpenter 

Judge  k  Mrs.  Gray  Evans 
Rev.  FeMon  L.  Warren 
Mn.  Luther  D.  Moore  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mabel  WaiUnt 
Blooms  Homemakeri  Chib 
Mrs.  Franeca  Walla 
Scooba  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Fred  Wealhcrsby 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  W.  Henry 


Mr.  Aubrey  Abel 
Mr.  Ii  Mrs.  Pat  Bridges 
Lon  Pepper  Sunday  School, 
FBC  Greenville 
Mrs.  Gloria  Adams 
Mrs.  Frances  R.  Lester 
Mr.  WUttam  H.  Alderman 
Idrs.  Bertha  Matthews 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  H.  F.  McCarty,  Jr. 
Mr.  WIU  H.  Alexander 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  William  H.  Cole 
Ann  it  Kline  Merritt 


Mr.  MUcheU  D.  Woods 
The  Kitchen  Band 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  F.  Bratton 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  C.  D.  Pollan 

Mrs.  Bets  Wren 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  L.  W.  Guy 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  George  McCarthy 
Mr.  h  Mrs.  Bobby  Maxwell  It 
Fhmily 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Percy  L. 
Haxlewood 


Sept.  1,  1989  • 
Sept.  30,  1989 

MEMORIALS 


OH,  THE  WONDER  OF  CHRISTMAS! 


Doris  Reavii 

Men’s  Fellowship  Bible  Class, 
North  Greenwood  BC 
Stevie  Rebold 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Carroll  Hines 
John  H.  Reed 
Ms.  Ann  Beck  Collier 
Clarence  Reynolds 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lonnie  Sims 
Mrs.  Lula  Belle  Roberson 
Mrs.  Mary  Frank  Bryan 
Allie  Robertson 
Mr.  Oscar  L.  Bond  Jr. 

Mr.  Belton  Robinson 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  A.  Thigpen  Jr 
Mrs.  Lillian  Robinson 
Mrs.  Mattie  L.  James 
Mr.  Leland  Roebuck 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  C.  Bryan  Jr. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Rogers 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  B.  Badon 
Miss  Hattie  Nunnery 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bobby  Maxwell  & 
Family 

Mr.  George  Mease  Rosamond 
Mrs.  Edith  Aldridge 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Dutch  Farmer 
Ms.  Katherine  Melton 
Lula  Mae  Rowland 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Golding 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Runnels 
Mr  4  Mrs  Will  Dodds 
.Mr.  Hubbard  Turner  Saunders. 


Mrs.  Grace  Brumfield 
Ms.  Cindy  Harrington 
Oscar  D.  Bumpas 
Mrs.  Etoyle  C.  Hudspeth 
Mr.  James  T.  Burkes 
.Mr  4  Mrs.  C.  N.  Rasberry 
Mrs.  Caddie  Butts 
Mrs.  Jessie  W.  Lewis 
.Mrs.  A.  T.  (Ruth)  Caraway 
Mrs.  Beryl  Sylvester 
Mrs  Douglas  Davis 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Horace  Evans 
Mr  4  Mrs  L.  C..  Gaughl 
Mrs.  Katie  M.  Hays 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Charles 
Kleinschmidt 
Mrs.  Ruth  Kleinschmidt 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bill  Moore 
Mrs.  Helena  Moore 
Ruth  Sunday  School.  Colonial 
Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Hazel  G.  ’Trussell 
Henry  A.  Oarlock 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  (hriock 
Mr.  Hanitoa  Case 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Vincent  Mullins 


Mrs.  Lois  P.  Currey 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Sam  Newsom 
Ms.  Ann  Beck  Collier 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harris  B.  Peyton 
Mrs.  Mamie  Schillings 
Progress  Ladies  Sunday 
School,  FBC  McComb 
Mrs.  W.  A.  (Lula)  Scoggins 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
HoUimon 

Oenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Eunice  Severance 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stevenson 


MISSISSIPPI’S  LARGEST  FAMILY 


CHILDREN 

Dreams  of  a  wonderful 
CHRISTMAS 


Mrs.  Jamely  Shapley 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Tbinmy  F.  Thylor 
Mr.  William  Sharp 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  B  Badon 
Ms.  Vh-giola  Sharp 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  BiU  Davis 
Mrs.  Lanisc  Sharpe 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  Raymond  S. 

Martin  Jr. 

Mrs.  Lais  Shermon 
Ms.  Katy  Lou  Yarbrough 
Mr.  Raven  Shipp 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mary  Abb  4  Bill  Shate 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  M. 

Pentecost. 

Mr.  GcraM  SheKaa 
Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 
Mr.  MHiard  F.  Smith 
The  Millard  F.  Smith  Fhmily 
Mr.  Vera  Smith 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  R.  Rogers 


Our  greatest  need  again  this  Christmas  is  cash  contributions  from  in¬ 
dividuals  to  a  HOLIDAY  FUND  which  will  supply  each  child  with 
a  modest  material  remembrance  at  Christmas  and  underwrite  our  food 
and  milk  budget  for  the  entire  new  year.  When  gifts  to  the  holiday  cam¬ 
paign  exceed  actual  designated  needs  receipts  sums  are  credited  to  the 
general,  operating  resources  of  The  Village. 

Our  Young  People  Count  on  Christians  at  Christmas 


Ray  Call  • 

’ngapa  Sunday  School, 
Newhebron  Baptist 
Church  . 

(To  be  continued) 


HONORS 


Mike  BeoefieM 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Rodney  Bevill 
Mrs.  JacqueHae  Gatkhi 
Mrs.  Mildred  lAimer 
Mr.  Henry  M.  Glaxc 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  B.  (iaskin 
Mr.  James  Ham 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  B  Gaskin 
MiUl  Havens 
Mr.  Larry  F.  Pitta 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  Wyatt  Hanicr 
Phoebe  Sunday  School,  F3C 
McComb 

Mrs.  Mary  OHve  MUb 
Ruth  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Ttipelo 

Mr.  Jeha  Nowlla 
Mrs.  JacqueUne  B.  Gaakin 


Send  Your  Generous  Check  Today  To 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027 


Mrs.  Braaticy  SmUh 
Mrs.  Edna  Johnson 
Mrs.  Helen  SaiMh 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  C.  Brysn  Jr. 
Mrs.  ireae  Smith 
Onmtry  Creek  Ministry 
Mrs.  Vera  Smith 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Burrow 


Afxrediled  by  the 
C<Mncil  on  Accrediutioa 
of  Services  for  Families 
And  Children,  Inc. 


Licensed  by 
State  of  Mississippi 


Mrs.  PoUy  J.  Poft 
Mrs.  Lavelle  Holloway 
Ma.  Betty  Smith 
Mr.  4  Mis.  R.  J.  Glaae 


TTiureday,  December  7,  HOT 
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Romanian  Baptists  convicted 
of  stealing  to  build  church 


BUCHAREST,  Romania  (BP)  —  were  in  office  prior  to  the  town’s  cur-  working  places,  from  their  factories. 
Four  Baptists  in  Romania  have  been  rent  officials,  according  to  Keston,  an  So,  they  misappropriated  the 
sentenc^  to  “punishment  at  work’’  En^ish  research  institute  monitoring  materials”  in  using  them  to  build  the 
after  being  convicted  of  using  stolen  religious  affairs  in  communist  Baptist  church,  Grecu  said, 
building  materials  to  construct  a  countries.  Representatives  of  the  U.S.  and 

church  in  the  town  of  Comanesti,  ac-  of  tho  Ron-  B^^ish  embassies  and  the  Romanian 

^rdi^  to  a  report  from  Keston  tisl^S^oT^^^SSS; 

®olIege-  o  tnal.m  October,  Grecu  said. 

Authorities  in  the  town,  located  iWai  According  to  Keston  College’s  news 

about  250  miles  northeast  of  SoS  service,  “tL  sentences  of  ‘punish- 

Bucharest,  demolished  the  church  et  work’  mean  that  those 

building  last  May,  claimng  the  con-  ^  ‘iSLpproiSon^f  co?SructiOT  sentenced  continue  to  work  at  their 
gregation  did  not  have  proper  *”*  usual  place  of  work  but  with  part  of 

iuthorization  to  build  it.  materials  from  ^socialist  property.  deducted  by  the  ^te. 

(Thurch  leaders  claim  they  had  ver-  “This  means  that  (they)  took  some  Between  15  and  50  percent  of  a  per- 
bal  permission  from  officials  who  construction  materials  from  their  son’s  wages  may  be  deducted.”  l^y 

also  live  under  house  arrest,  Keston 


Dodge  van  celebrates 
memory  of  Salem  teen 


Book  reviews 


OrfMptBMNmid  Mack,  R.  E.;  Strack  and  Witty,  Jay  and  Robert 
AMONG  THE  THORNS;  Greemock  G.;  NEW  TESTAMENT  WAY  TO 
Books,  Box  138,  Edwards,  MS  39066;  REVIVAL;  Broadman;  Nashville, 
or  Baptist  Book  Store,  $5.95.  Jay  Strack  is  a  full-time  evangelist 

AMONG  THE  THORNS  is  a  located  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Robert  G. 
humorous  approach  to  the  trials  and  Witty  is  founder  of  Luther  Rice 
tribulations  any  minister  or  church  Seminary.  He  was  president  and 
worker  experiences.  Originally  writ-  chancellor  of  the  seminary  and  is  now 
ten  with  j^stors  in  mind,  the  book  retired. 

looks  at  the  funny  and  absurd  side  of  book  covers  the  many  aspects 

church  life,  revealing  the  real  and  of  revival.  Any  txxric  or  revival  is 
serious  aspects  of  problems  faced  by  helpful  and  needed,  however,  th^ 
any  congregation.  often  begin  to  over-lap.  Such  is  the 

The  authors  are  quick  to  point  out  case  with  this  volume.  Very  little  new 
that  the  book  is  fiction  and  the  material  is  covered.  Perhaps  the  best 
characters  are  a  blending  of  people  part  of  the  book  is  the  appendices 
they  knew  during  their  20  years  aS  -where  various  suggestions  are  listed 
ministers.  for  planning,  promoting,  and  carrying 

The  188-page  book  looks  at  the  out  a  church  revival, 
adventures  of  two  ministers,  Paul  Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  pastor  of 
Blue  and  Tim  Black,  from  the  time  Heucks  Retreat  CJhurch,  Brookhaven. 
they  meet  in  college  until  they  finish 
seminary  and  both  are  settled  in 

small  churches.  oo  m 

Ibpics  humorously  dealt  with  include  l  o 

baptism,  communion,  funerals,  power 

struggles,  domineering  personalities  '  ^  ^ 

in  churches,  evolution,  smoking,  jpm  _JO 

pastoral  visitation,  campus  life,  and  <'t7 

ministerial  compensation. 

The  book  of  religious  fiction  offers  ° 

comic  relief  with  a  serious  solution  for  2 

those  troubled  by  the  controversies  of  "3 

church  life.  ^  w 

-  DTM  erf 


She  stood  at  the  piano  teacher’s  door. 

Looked  in  and,  holding  to  the  door  facing,  said 
“I  wish  I  didn’t  have  to  take  this  lesson.” 

The  pretty  senior  redhead  came  twice  a  week 
for  piano  lessons  because 
her  parents  said  so. 

The  music  didn’t  make  sense, 
so  her  progress  was  slow. 

Let’s  take  a  peek  several  years  later. 

Anne  and  her  Southern  Baptist  preacher 
Found  themselves  in  a  small  church 
In  Los  Angeles,  California. 

What?  No  pianist? 

One  must  be  found. 

Who  could  play? 

(Surely  they  won’t  ask  me). 

But  —  you  see  —  they  hemmed  her  up! 

She  found  herself  at  the  piano 

With  that  formidable  hymnal  staring  at  her 

With  its  sharps  and  flats! 


She  almost  panicked . 

How  swiftly  her  mind  flew  back 
lb  high  school 

If  only  I  had  known 

it  would  turn  out  like  this, 

I  would  have  really  tried. 

Her  husband’s  composure 
And  her  own  spiritual  strength 
Came  to  her  rescue. 

Her  fingers  found  their  places 

And  the  congregation  lifted  their  hearts  in  song. 

And  -sb  —  the  Lord  blessed 
the  talent 
she  thought 

she  had  buried  at  home. 


Link,  Larry;  BETWEEN  US 
FATHERS;  Nashville;  Broadman. 

The  format  of  this  book  lends  itself 
to  quick  anckeasy  reading.  R  contains 
21  chapters  which  range  from  two  to 
four  pages  in  length.  Tte  author  pulls 
from  his  experiences  as  a  father  and 
makes  a  very  practical  application 
from  each  experience  that  most 
fathers  would  find  humorous  and 
helpful. 

The  idea  for  the  book  is  excellent 
and  needed. 

Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  pastor  of 
Heucks  Retreat  Church,  Brookhaven. 


Mary  Lillian  Whitten 
Macon 


Detember  7,  1989 


